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':;• AMMAN (ft )— More than a quarter of & ouKioo Jordanians have Bed to 
ffeaqig tfw a itii ace ten qf the Gulf qgg, a senior ofltaai aid 
Saturday. He said 269»?44 arrived between Iraq's invasion on Aug. 2 a&d 
" jqj rjfe putting* &SR Aimxn Jordan's afread y limited resources and 
. .a^ta i ^ ot xwo i ay .^fty^e country this is a catastrophe of The highest 

■ kn# but yon cannot stop cxtizeoa from returning." the official, who 
decKned to be ranted, arid Reuters. “We 3bU expect thousands of others 
itftnme front Kuwait after they collect their money aw! settle their affairs. 

-- baan Sfe Bfe thcrehas becw^'nnpessjbte far them." The Palestinian 
-imsww ia fbmit says the Palestinian commuoiry has shrunk to 90.000 

■ fro« . 35e.lXKX before dfe unra&m. Many if nor moat ace Jordanian 
P^PPrt-taoWett: Kuwait has terminated the contracts of tens of 
. thoman ds of Patatmaa- dvil servants. Officials often refer co the recent 
flood as the “toed ware erf tmniigratkia,’ 1 to Jordan fotiawiag mass 
aretab .after the Arab'&radi wan of 1948 sod 1967. 
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Cabinet r ef o rms economic council 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet decided Saturday to reform the 
Economic Consultancy Council. The council provides consultancy and 
advice in economic, financial and monetary domains and presents 
proposals and rcoommendatioos needed to activate the economic and 
social growth processes. According to die decision, the council will be 
chaired by the prime minister and wQl comprise as members the ministers 
of finance, planning, trade, industry and supply, the Central Bank of 
■Iordan governor, the president of the Amman Chamber of Industry, the 
president of the chambers of commerce, president of the Contractors 
Association, president of the Fanners Association, Khaiid Shotnan, 
Jawad Hadid, Ismail Abdul Rahman. Khalil Abu Kbounna and Fahed A1 
Fanek. The Cabinet also approved the political parlies law and will refer it 
to the National Security Council. 
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^ONHCR ‘appalled* 

-by Ethiopian camps 

7 ADDIS ABABA (AP) — The 
U.N. High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) says she 4s 
"saddened and appalled” by con- 
ditions in Ethiopian refugee 
camps. After visiting four camps 
in western and eastern Ethiopia, 
Sadako Ogata told reporters 
Saturday she had seen "shocking 
signs of malnutrition'' and "ex- 
tremely high rates of tuberculo- 
sis. pneumonia and mortality 
among children." The commis- 
sioner said very little food except 
wheat; was reaching most of the 
isolated camps and there was an 
urgent need for supplementary 
food. 

U.N. official holds 
talks in Greece 

ATHENS (R) — - A senior U.N. 

in Greece to seek prog- 
ress on the Cyprus problem, said 
Saturday that a quick solution 
could , only, be readied if the 
s fr parties wanted it. “I believe it will 
be good to have a solution before 
al die end of the year, but of course 
dm it depends on the political will of 
saks the parties," Oscar Camilion, 
k* special representative of U.N. 
(fan Secretary-General Javier Perez 
ye at de Cuellar, told reporters. "The 
frog Cyprus issue is very difficult. We 
£&g must at least convince the parties 
of 5 to negotiate," he said after a 
:hd meeting with Greek Foreign 
ail Minister - Antonis Samaras. Mr. 
/Ifc. Camilion and his aide, Gustave 
s u Feissei, held talks in Turkey Fri- 
ora, day. They will also visit Cyprus. 
TTsi . • . ■ : 

JJjg Kabul seeks Islamic 
int bona fide 

■sail ............ 

m* ISLAMABAD (R) —. The 
■m Soviet-backed Afghan govent- 
Knd meat is seeking Syrian help to 
weit regain its. place in toe 45-natkm 
jsntv Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIG), .the Bakhtar news 
agency reported Saturday. Prime 
Minister Fazal Haq Khaliqyar 
made the request tor help to 
Syrian VicerPresident Zuheir 
Masharqa when they met in 
Kabul Friday, it said. The 
Jeddah-based OIC suspended 

> W Afghanistan after the December 
e»» . . 1969 Sovirt-miKtaty intervention 
prin that pot a new pro-Moscow gev- 
d sn enunent in power in Kabul, 
rmi* Bakhtas said Mr. Masharqa 
s®* assured Mr. Khaliqyar that Syria 
tie E would "try its utmost" to achieve 

Lib^expansion of Afghanistan's rela- 
s La-*tions with, other Islamic countries 
Kuct and restoration of its OIC mcm- 
rb* bership. 
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Id k Tunisian league 
h* assails 

press freedom curbs 

cfcled. - , 

)JJ1 ^ TUNIS (R) — The Tunisian Hu- 

^ man Rights League Saturday ao- 
’ i cused the government of violating 
, yf. press freedom. A league state- 
7 . gj. meat. expressed “very keen dis- 
^ pleasure" with the "serious de- 
terioratkm ■ of freedoms- of the 
8^ press -and of opinion such as 
j*7 j never seen before” in Tunisia. It 
said numerous organs of opinion 
B ^,vand opposition bad disappeared, 
tf’^fradio and tdevisroa: were not 
f 110 * ^independent and there was wide- 
1^' spread censorship. The league 
IfcJfj denomced what itealled-a ban on 

> rf pubficaofon of its own statements, 
lip® Opposition papers which" 
£ & appeared in the early 1980s, and 

: since President Zine A1 Abidine 

Ben Ali seized power in Novem- 
my- " ber 1987, ceased publkarion last 
year. Censorship was imposed on 
the written press at the beginning 
* - of the Gnlf crisis last August. 

Last month toe government daily 
i’S La Presse said the measure would 
be relaxed. 

- .jH Iraqi Communists 
5# urge U.N. 


^ to lift exports ban 

K DAMASCUS (R) — The exiled 
» Iraqi Communist Party appealed 
the U.N. Security Council 
’P*\ Saturday to allow Iraq to sell oil 
to pay for food and medicine. 

or besieging a dicta- 
» P** to&hip; should not be done by 
is ^ »ai% and subjugating our peo- 
^ JJ P^.-’-toeSyrian-based party said 
m s . marking the fust 

a ® n ^sajy of Iraq’s Aug. 2inva- 
^ The U.N. has 

si Gulf war embargo on the 

^ medicine to Iraq 
» but B^hdad says jt needs oil 
■* **&*&*'&& for them. 


Masri: Jordan has 
guarantee Israel 
will return territory 

Pre|fltier reaffirms Kingdom has not and 
will not deviate from its principled stand 


Combined Agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Jordan has received 
guarantees that Israel win return 
occupied Arab territories as pan 
of any Middle East peace settle- 
ment. Prime Minister Taher Mas- 
ri said Saturday. 

"Jordan has received guaran- 
tees that Resolution 242 meant 
Israel's withdrawal from Arab 
territ o ries, that the annexation of 
Jerusalem is illegal although 
there is a problem over the parti- 
cipation of toe sons of Jerusalem 
in a Palestinian delegation, and 
that they had the right ro vote on 
their future like those from the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip." Mr. 
Masri told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Mr. Masri did not say who gave 
toe guarantees. Officials said they 
had asked toe United States to 
state m writing the meaning of 
Resolution 242 and 338 and to 
pledge they would be the basis of 
any settlement. 

Syria, the first Arab country to 
accept U.S. proposals for a peace 
conference, said Thursday Presi- 
dent George Bush had given it 
assurances that Israel would have 
to withdraw “on all fronts" in 
return for peace with the Arabs. 

The United States has said 
Resolutions 242 and 338, which 
call on Israel to withdraw from 
occupied territories, in exchange 
for peace, will be toe basis for any 
settlement. Israel refuses to give 
up the occupied territories. 

Arab East Jerusalem is at pre- 
sent the main obstacle to conven- 
ing a conference. Israel, which 
claims “sovereignty” over the 
whole of the occupied Holy City, 
insists Arab Jerusalem Palesti- 
nians be excluded from a Palesti- 
nian delegation while Palestinians 
demand their inclusion. 


"Tire sons of Jerusalem have to 
be represented in any delega- 
tion,” Mr. Masri said. 

He said Jordan, which 
accepted the U . S. plan last 
weekend, supported the idea of a 
joint Jordanian- Palestinian de- 
legation but would also back the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) if it decided on a 
separate team. 

“We are committed to whatev- 
er the Palestinians want," be 
added. 

Mr. Masri stressed that there 
was no deviation from Jordan's 
principled stand towards the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and the 
Palestinian problem and vowed 
that the Kingdom would never 
give up its principles. 

The prime minister said Jor- 
dan’s position also included a 
firm demand for an international 
peace conference on the Middle 
East and recognition of the PLO 
as the sole and legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian peo- 
Pk- 

Jordan, Mr. Masri said, "has 
its idiosyncrasy and significance 
because of its closeness to toe 
Palestinian issue.” 

‘“It (Jordan) is affected by it 
and with it (the Palestinian cause) 
all the time and what happens in 
tiie occupied Arab territories has 
its impact in Jordan more than in 
any other Arab country,” he 
pointed out. “Thus the way Jor- 
dan deals with the political situa- 
tion is different from those of 
other countries,” he added. 

"Jordan is committed to what 
the Palestinians want ... and the' 
Jordanian government is current- 
ly holding consultations with the 
PLO on the recent peace efforts. 
Whoever says that Jordan has 
changed its position on the PLO 
is untrue," he said. 


The prime minister pointed out 
to the suffering of the Palestinian 
people in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and said toe 
repressive measures under which 
they live threaten their existence, 
land and identity. 

Mr. Masri said despite the fact 
that the U.S.-proposed peace 
conference is not called an inter- 
national peace conference, it is 
still not a regional conference as 
is said. 

"It is a peace conference in 
which the 12-member European 
Community, a representative of 
the U.N. secretary general, the 
two super-powers and all the 
parties to the Middle East conflict 
will be taking part and the basis 
for holding the conference will be 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338 in order to reach a 
comprehensive and lasting solu- 
tion to the Arab-Israeli conflict,'’ 
be said. 

He added that the final formula 
for bolding toe conference was 
not derided yet and the issue of 
toe Palestinian representation at 
the conference was also not set- 
tled. 

In related developments: 

— Egypt said Saturday the 
future of Arab Jerusalem should 
not be excluded from proposed 
peace talks. 

"East Jerusalem is part of the 
occupied Arab territories. What 
applies for occupied lands in 
West Bank. Gaza and the Golan 
(Heights) applies to it." Foriegn 
Minister Amr Musa told repor- 
ters. 

President Hosni Mubarak's 
chief political adviser, Osama AJ 
Baz, has echoed Palestinian sug- 
gestions that Jerusalem could be 
jointly run by Israelis and Palesti- 
nians. 

(Coutimted ob page 2) 


New IAEA mission arrives in 
Iraq amid fresh allegations 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
new U.N. team arrived Saturday 
to remspect Iraq's nuclear prog- 
ramme after an earlier group 
reported that Baghdad may still 
be hiding weapons production 
sites the allies have threatened to 
strike. 

The team, made up of 18 scien- 
tists and technicians, planned to 
Spend two weeks visiting various 
sites in Iraq. This is the fourth 
such U.N. mission since the 
Security Council declared a for- 
mal ceasefire to the Golf war 
April 3. 

The council resolution that laid 
out terms for a ceasefire specified 
that the United Nations would 
investigate Iraq's programmes to 
produce nuclear, chemical or 
biological weapons and destroy 
any such facilities. 

David Kay, the chief inspector, 
said Saturday his team, attached 
to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vien- 
na, would visit numerous sites, 
but would not disclose toe loca- 
tions. 

"The whole idea is that they 
should be surprise inspections,” 
be said. 

The group was expected to 
meet with Iraqi officials later 
Saturday and begin its irepectioR 
visits Sunday. 

Maurizio Zifferero, toe inspec- 
tion team coordinator, said ear- 
lier toe team’s mission was to “try 
to clarify toe extent of the centri- 
fuge programme" in which Iraq 
making vyeapons-grade uranium. 

The previous inspection team 
issued a report Friday saying In- 
vestigators on a July 7-18 mission 
discovered a plant at Tanniya, 
Iraq, that codd have produced 
up to 15 kilogrammes a year of 
enriched uranium, which is used 
to make nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Kay said Saturday that was 
possible — if ali toe equipment 
bad been installed and function- 


ing at toe Tanniya site. 

The report identifies Tarmiya, 
just north of Baghdad, as the 
mam production site for the en- 
richment of uranium by centri- 
fuge. It said the investigators 
could confirm as much when a 
concrete layer that had been 
poured over a key component “in 
order to conceal it" was removed. 

While the report said Iraq con- 
firmed the investigators' suspi- 
cions that Tanniya was a major 
uranium enrichment centre, "it 
seems likely that the full extent of 
toe centrifuge work has not been 
disclosed." 

Thursday was the deadline set 
by toe U.N. Security Council for 
toe Iraqi government to disclose 
all details of its nuclear program- 
me, under terms of the Gulf war 
ceasefire. 

The United States and its Gulf 
war allies had indicated they were 
prepared for a military strike if the 
deadline was not met. but Amer- 
ican officials have said an attack 
is not imminent. 

At a news conference Thursday 
in Vienna, IAEA Director Hans 
Blix appeared sceptical that 
Baghdad had dkrhwd all details of 
its centrifuge process, an econo- 
mical method of making enriched 
uranium. 

In the inspection record, which 
Mr. Blix sent to U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
Thursday, toe team said it “con- 
siders it likely that toe foil extent 
of the centrifuge enrichment 
work has not yet been disclosed; 
the possibility also exists that 
there are still undeclared loca- 
tions with sensitive equipment 
and material , H 

In Washington, State Depart- 
ment deputy spokesman Richard 
Boucher also said Iraq had not 
been completely forthcoming. 

“Iraq has not provided the full 
disclosure that was requested.” 

Another uranium enrichment 


plant at AJ Sharqat, about 320 
kilometres from Baghdad, “was 
not, as alleged during the inspec- 
tion, a factory for the plastic 
coating of equipment,” the inves- 
tigators wrote. 

Most of the plant, which Iraq 
said was used to coat pipes and 
containers with protective coating 
and production of machine tools, 
was destroyed in allied bombing 
during the Gulf war. 

The centrifuge process sepa- 
rates isotopes by subjecting pro- 
cessed natural uranium in a gas 
form to high rotation in steel 
cylinders. 

Sources close to toe third in- 
spection team said one lead still 
to be followed up could be test 
sites for conventional explosives, 
which can be used to detonate 
nudear weapons. 

Iraq insists that its nuclear 
programmes were only for peace- 
fill, scientific research. 

It says it only succeeded in 
slightly enriching half a kilogram- 
me of uranium, far too little to 
make a nuclear bomb. 

The third inspection team said 
85 per cent of the equipment it 
inspected was destroyed in Gulf 
war bombing raids. 

The IAEA's Blix said Friday 
that Iraq's nudear programme 
relied mainly on a technique that 
“costs much more electricity than 
it would ever give from enriched 
uranium in nudear power reac- 
tors.” 

“It’s a very expensive 
method,” he said. “There is no 
plausible peaceful explanation of 
what they have been doing.” 

. “If a country has mastered the 
technique of enriching uranium, 
it's only a matter of time before 
they can make a bomb — and 

Iraq had mastered that techni- 
»* 

que. 

Britain says its meter experts 
were not for affitary use, page 2 


Israel says U.S. denying having given 
any assurance to Syria over Golan 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israel’s 
foreign ministry said Saturday 
that U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
William Brown denied there was 
an American assurance to Syria, 
that Israel would have to with- 
draw from the occupied Golan 
Heights. 

“Brown denied the news items 
according tc which (U.S. Presi- 
dent George) Bush in a letter to 
(Syrian President Hafez Al) 
Assad said he would make Israel 
withdraw from the Golan 
Heights,** foreign ministry 
spokesman Barukh Binah told 
Reuters. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al Sbaraa said Thursday 
that Mr. Bush had given Damas- 
cus assurances that Israel would 
have to withdraw on all fronts in 
return for peace with Arabs.' 

On Friday Mr. Shares said U.S. 
commitment to a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East had per- 
suaded Syria to agree to talks with 
Israel on the basis of land for peace. 

Israel has said it will only respond 
to U.S. proposals for the talks — 
already accepted by Syria. Jordan. 
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
states — after the makeup of the 
Palestinian delegation is dear. 

Syria's a g r eem ent to attend the 
talks has been seen as a breakthrough 
putting the burden of continuing the 
peace process on Israel. 

Mr. Brown made the denial Friday 
during a routine daily conversation 
with Bilan Bcntzur. the foreign minis- 
try deputy bead for North American 
afiaire, Mr. Binah said. 

No U.S. embassy officials were 
immediately available for comment. 

A U.S. official said Thursday 
Washington believed U.N. Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 applied to 'all the 
fronts" and therefore it did not recog- 
nise Israel's "annexation” of the 
Golan Heights. 


Washington has said from the out- 
set that Middle East peace efforts 
should be based on U.N. resolutions 
calling for Israel to exchange land 
seized in 1967 for peace with its Arab 
neighbours. 

Israel in response has said that all 
parties are entitled to their own inter- 
pretation of the resolutions. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir this 
week repeated that he did oot believe 
in the land-for-peace formula — on 
any from. 

Opposition Labour leader Shimon 
Peres voiced concern that Mr. Shamir 
would not achieve Arab-Israeli 
peace. 

“If Mr. Shamir goes to Mr. Assad 
and says I offer you peace for peace, 
tell me ... is this serious? Mr. Peres 
asked, referring to Mr. Shamir's repe- 
ated refusals to cede land for peace. 

"In my opinion, if you invite Mr. 
Assad and tell him be will not get 
anything there is no logic in the 
invitation.'’ Mr. Peres said. “Bui with 
this, I wouldn't say beforehand that I 
am ready to concede this or that." 

Mr. Peres also hinted that Mr. 
Shamir was influenced by his right- 
wing coalition partners. 

“We know the opinions of Re- 
havam Zecvi, Geula Cohen, Yuval 
and Raful.“ Mr. Peres said, referring 
to the three parties that threatened to 
boll the coalition if “concessions” 
were made. 

“He (Mr. Shamir) invited them oner 
by one and they all left satisfied. 
What do you want, chat this will make 
me greatly optimistic?” Mr. Peres 
asked. 

The U.S. format for peace talks 
reportedly calls for an opening meet- 
ing to be attended by foreign minis- 
ters of seven countries: The United 
States, the Soviet Union, Israel. 
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt. 
The Dutch foreign minister would 
represent European nationals. 

The opening meeting would break 


up into four work groups: Israel- 
Syria. Israel-Jordan-Palestinians. 
Israel- Saudi Arabia- Kuwait, and a 
committee that could handle water 
and ecological issues. Lebanon’s in- 
terests presumably would be repre- 
sented by Syria, according to the 
reports. 

A senior U.S. official said Friday 
President George Bush hopes to get a 
response from Israel by Monday on 
whether it will agree to the U.S. plan. 
“We’re just waiting," said National 
Security Adviser Brent Scowcroft. 

Mr. Bush will arrive late Monday in 
Moscow for a summit with Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. Mr. 
Bush would like to discuss Middle 
East peace prospects with the Soviet 
leader and possibly be able to 
announce jointly that a conference 
would be held. 

"It’s not a deadline." Mr. Scow- 
croft told reporters. “It's a hope, 
because the United States and the 
Soviets will be co-sponsors of any 
conference, and it would be useful to 
have an Israeli response before we get 
there." 

Mr. Bush, walking to the helicopter 
dial carried him to his Camp David 
retreat for the weekend, declined to 
talk to reporters about the issue 
except to say "1 hope so” when asked 
if the Israelis would attend the confer- 
ence. 

At the same time, Mr. Scowcroft 
signalled toe United States was un- 
likely to employ one option it has 
considered if the two sides are unwill- 
ing to reach agreement on holding a 
conference. 

Senior U.S. officials had spoken of 
inviting Israel and Arab states to a 
peace conference in Washington or 
elsewhere in the hope that attendance 
or absence would indicate degrees of 
seriousness in respect to advancing 
toe peace process. 

Mr. Scowcroft said it was still an 
option but indicated it was not a very 


likely one. 

“There are down sides to issuing 
what you might call ‘challenge invita- 
tions’," he said. 

“When you bring people to a con- 
ference son of against their will, they 
don’t come with the psychological 
attitude to make the conference a 
success. They come already feeling 
they're made a concession to get 
there and that’s not the best attitude 
for success." he said. 

Israel reportedly insists on seeing 
the invitations to a conference before 
they are sent. If Mr. Bush and Mr. 
Gorbachev issue the invitations at 
their Moscow summit next week, it 
would put Israel on the spot. 

Israel Radio reported Friday that 
Israel now insists that negotiating 
goals be set out beforehand and 
demanded to see the peace confer- 
ence invitations before they are sent. 

Israel also demands that Jordan's 
foreign minister — and not a Palesti- 
nian — speak for the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation at the confer- 
ence's opening session, the radio said. 

Yossi Ahimeir. a top aide to Mr. 
Shamir, refused to comment on the 
report. 

The Israeli cabinet is to meet Sun- 
day. 

Among the sticking points for a 
conference is a dispute over repre- 
sentation for the Palestinians. 

Foreign Minister David Levy sug- 
gested in an interview published Fri- 
day that Israel would make procedu- 
ral concessions to launch peace talks, 
but insis ted it would not budge on its 
refusal to allow Palestinian negotia- 
tions from Arab East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Levy told the daily Jerusalem 
Post: "This is the main problem. The 
rest of the things well overcome 
together.” 

Mr. Shamir said Friday dial Israel 
must start negotiations with the Arab 

(Cootkmed on page 2) 


Madagascar 

opposition 

defiant 

ANTANANARIVO (R) — 
Madagascar's opposition forces 
reacted defiantly to toe arrest of 
another of their leader Saturday, 
vowing to continue their protest 
campaign and force President 
Didier Raisiraka to quit. 

Albert Zafy, “prime minister” 
in a shadow government named 
last week by toe opposition, was 
arrested shortly after dawn at his 
home in the capital Antananarivo , 
his wife said. 

“There struggle must go on,” 
Therese Zafy told a cheering 
crowd of tens of thousands of 
protesters who gathered a few 
hours later in toe city centre. 

Mr. Zafy was the sixth opposi- 
tion leader to be arrested this 
week by a government battling to 
curb a tide of unrest which has 
thrown the Indian Ocean island 
into turmoil. 

Mrs. Therese Zafy said a group 
of more than 70 heavily-armed 
men arrived at their home and 
took her husband away. 

"He was not afraid. He told 
them he is not a criminal, be is 
doing this for the people,” she 
told the crowd in May 13 Square, 
hub of a seven-week campaign of 
strikes and protests which has put 
Mr. Ratsiraka under unpre- 
cedented pressure to step down. 

"He is just there to save the 
people from toe poverty and dic- 
tatorship of Ratsiraka,” she said. 

“Ratsiraka, out,” chanted back 
toe crowd. 

The opposition active forces 
coalition, which this week occu- 
pied seven government ministry 
bnildtngs in the capital, broke off 
church-mediated talks with the 
government Friday because of 
toe arrests, saying they would not 
resume negotiations until their 
colleagues were released. 

Spokesmen for the coalition 
said they expected more leaders 
to be arrested soon but said the 
protests would not stop as the 
movement was strong enough to 
replace them. 

“We're continuing despite toe 
latest arrest. If they take us aD, 
there are always people to re- 
place us," Frederic Anona, 
"higher education minister’* in 
the shadow government, told 
Reuters. 

Four of toe shadow ministers 
are among toe six opposition 
leaders detained. 


Israel says it will not discuss Lebanon 
with Syria as Assad, Hrawi begin talks 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Lebanese President Elias Hrawi 
began talks in Damascus Satur- 
day with Syrian President Hafez 
AJ Assad. It was their first meet- 
ing since a cooperation treaty 
between Syria and Lebanon took 
effect on May 22. 

Mr. Hrawi travelled from 
Beirut by road and was joined in 
the Bekaa Valley in eastern 
Lebanon by Prime Minister 
Omar Karami and Speaker of 
Parliament Hussein Husseini. 

A Syrian presidential spokes- 
man said Syrian VicerPresident 
Abdul Halim Kbaddam and 
Prime Minister Mahmoud Zu'bi 
were attending the Hrawi-Assad 
meeting. 

The meeting came as Israel 
Radio reported that Israel refuses 
to discuss with Syria issues con- 
cerning Lebanon during U.S.- 
proposed peace talks. 

One of the topics for the meet- 
ing between Mr. Assad and Mr. 
Hrawi was ways of bringing U.S. 


pressure to bear on Israel to 
withdraw from a buffer zone it 
bolds in South Lebanon. 

Political sources told Israel 
Radio Saturday that Israel had 
informed toe United States it 
would not discuss issues concern- 
ing Lebanon with Syria as that 
would recognise Syria’s right “to 
do as it pleased in Lebanon.” 

Avi Pazner, a top aide to 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, denied any such message 
was sent to the United States, but 
added that the report did not 
contradict toe government posi- 
tion. 

“It is logical that we would 
discuss with Syria issues between 
us and them, and with Lebanon 
issues concerning us and them, 
but we didn't issqe any such 
statement," Mr. Pazner said. 

- Lebanon is expected to de- 
' mand Israel withdraw from a 
1,100-square- kilometre "security 
zone” it carved out as a buffer 
against cross-border guerrilla 


raids in 1985. 

Israel has stiid it would not 
consider withdrawing unless 
Palestinian and Lebanese guerril- 
las leave the area and Syria pulls 
its 40,000 soldiers out of Leba- 
non. 

Lebanon’s most influential 
Shiite Muslim cleric has rejected 
the U.S.-initiated Middle East 
peace plan, saying it would strip 
toe Arabs of their rights and 
accomplish Israel's strategic in- 
terests. 

“America wants Israel to be 
the superpower in the region at 
toe expense of Arab and Islamic 
rights,” Sheikh Mohammad Hus- 
sein Fadlallah said in his Friday 
sermon at toe Imam Reza Mos- 
que in south Beirut. 

Lengthy excerpts of toe sermon 
were published by Beirut news- 
papers Saturday. 

Sheikh Fadlallah is the spiritual 


(Continued on page 2) 


Two Palestinians killed in 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians said 
Saturday that Israeli undercover 
troops shot dead a Palestinian 
near Tulkarm in the occupied 
West Bank late Friay night. 

They said lyad Nimer Isa 
Sabah, 22, was killed while a 
15-year-old youth was wounded 
in the same ambush. 

A military official said shots 
were fired at an army patrol from 
a speeding subaru near Tulkarm 
Friday night. Troops returned 
fire bat the attackers escaped. 

In a separate report the official 
said Sabah, whose age he gpve as 
18, was brought to hospital in 
Tulkarm with another injured 
youth. He said Sabah, who was 
wanted by the occupation author- 
ities, later died of hts wounds. 

Israel Radio said Sa^ah might 
have been involved in the attack 
on the army patrol. 

In the Gaza Strip refugee camp 
of Nuserait, unknown men shot 
dead Abdul Hassan Jarawi, 
Palestinian sources said. 

Troops imposed a curfew on 
RamaBah in toe West Bank after 
a dud hand grenade was thrown 


at an Israeli patrol in the city, 
military officials said. 

In the Jewish settlement of 
Otniel near Hebron in the West 
Bank a pipe-bomb damaged a 
bouse Fridy night but no one wa$ 
hurt, toe officials said. 

Army radio said troops con- 
ducted searches for Palestinian 
activists in Yana village near 
Otniel Saturday. It said 30 were 
arrested. 

Curfews stayed in force in 
Gaza’s Shatia refugee camp and 
the Sheikh Radwan neighbour- 
hood of Gaza Gty following the 
worst protests in Sheikh Radwan 
since toe Gulf war. 

Mohammad Abu Ita, 21, one 
of five Palestinians wounded 
when troops clashed with hun- 
dreds of demonstrators there, re- 
mained in a coma in hospital. 
Saturday, Palestinians said. 

Hundreds of Palestinians in 
Sheikh Radwan built roadblocks 
and threw stones at soldiers and 
border police m a two-hour con- 
frontation. Soldiers responded 
with tear-gas and live ammuni- 
tion. 

At least four other Palestinians 


were injured in the clashes and 
Palestinian sources said there 
were similar demonstrations in 
other parts of the Gaza Strip. 

Witnesses said hundreds of 
young men, many of them 
masked, poured oat of mosques 
encouraged on by at least one 
imam (religious leader) who 
announced over a loudspeaker: 
"Our Sheikh Radwan heroes, 
take to toe streets in jihad (holy 
war)." 

Soldiers failed to quell the 
wave even after reinforcements 
arrived, Palestinians said. They 
pulled back from the neighbour- 
hood and imposed a curfew on, 
toe areas. 

The Islamic Hamas movement 
in the occupied territories issued 
leaflets this week calling for esca- 
lated resistance against author- 
ities on July 21 and 26 to com- 
memorate historical Muslim bat- 
tles. 

Hamas wields the most influ- 
ence among the various Palesti- 
nian groups in toe Gaza Strip. 
Palestinian sources describe 
Sheikh Radwan as a stronghold 
of toe movement. 
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Middle East News 


T i says oil-sale controls 
will violate its sovereignty 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Iraq has complained to the 
Security Council president that 
controls envisaged for monitoring 
t’ ■? sale of Iraqi oil to buy food 
and other necessities would in- 
fringe on its sovereignty. 

After a meeting with Iraqi 
U.N. Representative Abdul 
Amir A1 Anbari. the council 
president, Ricardo Alarcon of 
Cuba, said: "He perceives this as 
a very serious threat to Iraqi 
sovereignty.” 

. A number of council members 
have stressed the need for close 
U.N. supervision of any Iraqi oil 
sales, as well as of the purchase 
and distribution of humanitarian 
supplies, to ensure there is no 
diversion by the Baghdad goven- 
ment. 

Mr. Alarcon said he expected 
Mr. Anbari would raise his objec- 
tions with other council mem- 
bers. 

They have only just begun to 
consider privately whether to 
allow Iraq to sell some of its 
U.N.-embargoed oil. not only to 
buy badly needed civilian sup- 
plies but also to pay for the 
U.N.-supervised elimination of 
Baghdad's weapons of mass des- 
truction. to meet half the costs of 
a U.N. commission demarcating 
the Kuwait-Iraq border, and to 
feed a U.N. war reparations 
fund. 

No resolution has yet been 
drafted and there is no indication 
vet how much oil Iraq might 
eventually be allowed to sell. 

Turkey may play a crucial role 
in the monitoring of any Iraqi oil 
exports by allowing the use of two 
oil pipelines closed down last 
year, a government official said in 
Ankara. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
twin pipelines seemed to be the 


only outlet for the Iraqi oil ex- 
ports if the Security Council 
allows Iraq to sell some oil. 

Iraq's other pipeline links to 
Saudi Arabia and Syria were des- 
troyed by allied bombs in the 
Gulf war. 


Britain says nuclear 
exports to Iraq were 
not for military use 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS BRIEF 


Bush ends freeze of Kuwaiti assets 


The Turkish official said the 
government was waiting for a 
U.N. decision before allowing the 
use of the pipelines. He added 
that the pipelines were technical- 
ly ready to start functioning. 

The Security Council reached 
an informal agreement Thursday 
to tightly monitor any Iraqi oil 
exports it permits, but the council 
recessed after closed consulta- 
tions without deciding whether to 
allow the sales. No date was set 
for a new meeting. 

Turkey shut down two Iraqi 
pipelines in accordance with the 
U.N. embargo against Iraq fol- 
lowing its invasion of Kuwait a 
year ago. It also ended trade with 
Iraq. As a result, Turkey suffered 
an economic loss estimated at $7 
billion. 

The Istanbul daily Hurriyet re- 
ported Friday that Turkey was 
planning to organise a barter 
system with Iraq. In exchange for 
oil, Turkey would provide other 
goods. 

A Turkish official said the two 
pipelines had an operational 
capacity of 1.5 million barrels of 
crude daily. He estimated that 
the pipelines would have to func- 
tion about 250 days in order to 
carry the amount of crude Iraq 
wants to sell. 

The parallel pipelines run from 
the Kirkuk fields to a terminal at 
Yumurtaiik on the eastern comer 
of Turkey's Mediterranean coast. 

After the war. President Tur- 
gut Ozal said he had personally 
intervened with the allies to spare 
the Kirkuk- Yumurtaiik pipeline. 


LONDON (R) — The govern- 
ment of Prime Minister John 
Major, facing political uproar 
over licences for nuclear exports 
to Iraq, said Saturday the chemic- 
als involved were cleared by ex- 
perts as having no military end 
use. 

Trade and Industry Secretary 
Peter lilley said items winch 
appeared on a government list, 
authorising nuclear exports to 
Iraq until three days after its 
invasion of Kuwait last August, 
were allowed only after stringent 
checks. 

Hie list, which appeared as 
part of evidence submitted by the 
Department of Trade and Indus- . 
try to a parliamentary committee, 
investigating British exports to 
Iraq, included materials vital to 
any nuclear weapons programme. 

Two grammes of uranium 
could not conceivably make a 
bomb but could save a child's life, 
Mr. Lilley told reporters. 

"Permission would for instance 
have been given for the export of 
tiny quantities of radioactive che- 
micals for use, for example, in or 
as an integral part of medical 
equipment," Mr. lilley said in a 
statement released by his depart- 
ment. 

In some cases. Mr. Lilley said, 
licences were for temporary ex- 
ports whereby substances were to 
be returned to Britain after use in 
Iraq. 

It was not dear whether any of 


the authorised exports actually 
reached Iraq. 

Mr. Lilley’s statement said li- 
cences were examined by his de- 
partment, the Foreign Office, the 
Ministry of Defence and the 
Ministry of Energy , depending on 
the nature of the case. 


Permission would be granted to 
export chemicals only if depart- 
ments were satisfied that "they 
were to be used for non-military 
purposes.” 

The list also covered the export 
of chemicals which could be used 
to make poison gas and material 
which could be used to make 
armour-pierdng shells, sdentists 
said. 

"I was astounded at the list and 
what was on the fist,” said Ken- 
neth Warren, the Conservative 
MP chairing the committee. 

Opposition parties immediate- 
ly sought to embarrass Mr. Ma- 
jor, whose government has been 
rocked by a scandal over the 
closure of the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International (BCCI) 
after an alleged multi-billion- 
dotlar fraud. 


WASHINGTON (R) — President George Bush Friday signed 
executive orders releasing Kuwaiti assets that were blocked after 
Iraq's invasion nearly a year ago and continued sanctions against 
Baghdad, the White House announced. Mr. Bush said he 
extended the emergency order he issued against Iraq soon after its 
invasion of Kuwait last Aug. 2 "because the government of Iraq 
has continued its activities hostile to U.S. interests in the Middle 
Fa s t .” Hie order keeps the trade ban in place and continues the 
freeze on Iraqi assets. In a separate directive, Mr. Bush said Iraq’s 
ouster from Kuwait and the reinstatement of die Kuwaiti 
government had eliminated die need for continuing a freeze on 
billions of dollars of Kuwaiti assets in the United States. The 
assets had been frozen last Aug. 9 to prevent Iraq from gaming 
access to them. "Those orders were issued to protect the assets of 
the government of Kuwait which were subject to United States 
jurisdiction, and to prevent the transfer of benefits by United 
States persons to Iraq based upon its invasion of Kuwait,” the 
directive said. 


‘Satanic Verses’ to appear in Polish 


WARSAW (R) — A Polish version of Salman Rushdie’s novel 
“The Satanic Verses" will go cm sale this year but the translator's 
name will be kept secret following attacks on Mr. Rushdie’s. 
Japanese and Italian translators, the publishers say. The official 
news agency PAP said on Saturday the edition to be brought out 
by publisher Phantom-Press International this autumn was the 
last for which die novel's oopyright holder had agreed to sell 
foreign language rights. Mr. Rushdie was forced into hiding in 
February 1989 after Iran's late spiritual leader Ayatollah Robol- 
lah Khomeini ordered his death for blasphemy against Islam. The 
Japanese translator of "The Satanic Verses'* was stabbed to death 
earlier this month, just days after the Italian translator was 
stabbed and seriously injured at his Milan flat. 


"The prime minister should 
now provide an immediate ex- 
planation of how highly danger- 
ous materials, including pluto- 
nium, depleted uranium and 
other nuclear-sensitive materials, 
reached Iraq,” said opposition 
Labour Party spokesman Gordon 
Brown. 


Doctors fix hole in Ozal’s eye 


ISTANBUL (R) — Doctors found a hole in the retina of Turkish 
President Turgut Ozal’s left eye and treated it with lasers, his 
doctor said Fridy night. Mr. Oral, who bad gone to hospital for a 
routine checkup, is in good condition, doctor Cengiz Aslan said. 
He has left hospital and gone to an officers’ dub to rest, Turkish 
radio said. Mr. Ozal, who had eye surgery in the United states in 
1988, cancelled a trip Saturday to southeastern Turkey, where he 
was to open a water tunnel from the Ataturk Dam. 


Minister says Iraqi iarm< 
are withholding produce 


Egyptians complain of beatings in Kuwait 


U.N. says food on way 
to Sudanese refugees 


NAIROBI (R) — The United 
Nations said Friday barges loaded 
with 300 tonnes of food were 
nearing a remote town in south- 
ern Sudan where about 100,000 
Sudanese fled after attacks on 
their refugee camps in neighbour- 
ing Ethiopia. 

A spokesman for the World 
Food Programme (WFP), the- 
U.N.’s biggest food agency, said 
the boat convoy to the rebel-held 
town of Nasir in the southern 
Upper Nile state was the first 
river operation in the swamp 
region since 1987. 

WFP spokesman Paul Mitchell 
told Reuters the barges, which 
are considered to offer the most 
economic way to bring emergen- 
cy aid to the area, were due to 
arrive in Nasir Saturday. 

At least 250.000 Sudanese are 


estimated to have trekked back 
across the border from Ethiopia 
in recent months, usually arriving 
weary, sick and starving. 

They had initially fled from 
civil war and persistent famine at 
home, but returned from their 
camps in western Ethiopia due to 
insecurity in the region following 
the collapse of the Addis Ababa 
government in May. 

The deliveries were part of a 
relief deal negotiated last month 
by the United Nations, military 
authorities in Khartoum and the 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) to allow food to be deli- 
vered equally to government-held 
and rebel areas. 


The SPLA has been fighting 
for eight years to end domination 
by the north and for a greater 
share of meagre national income. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Trade Minis- 
ter Mohammad Mehdi Saleh said 
Iraqi farmers were pushing up 
food prices by withholding grain 
from the government to sell pri- 
vately. 

Mr. Saleh, in an interview pub- 
lished m the army newspaper A1 
Oadissiya Saturday, said traders 
were also to blame for the high 
prices, which are forcing many 
families to spend almost all their 
income on food. 

The government decreed in 
May that fanners must sell all 
their wheat, barley, maize and 
rice to government agencies for 
distribution to consumers 
through the ration system. • • , 

But Mr. Saleh said many far- 
mers were not complying. 

“After the harvest most far- 
mers have kept their products 
and have taken what they need 
for one year, some for replanting 
and some for feeding their anim- 
als,” he said. 

"Some has been sold (private- 
ly) and the rest, which is fall of 
dirt, has been sold to the govern- 
ment.” 


Mr. Saleh said the government 
was unable to dictate prices to the 
local market. “If we ask mer- 
chants to charge a lower price 
they will stop supplying such 
goods to the market and then the 
market will lose but the mer- 
chants will lose nothing." 

He said that to overcome this 
problem government stores had 
started selling some food over 
and above the rations at lower 
prices than the merchants in the 
open market. 

Grain is in short supply be- 
cause of U.N. sanctions in force 
since last August. 

The price of flour on the black 
market has been up to 100 times 
the price charged at government 
shops. 

Iraq, which imported about 70 
per cent of its food needs before 
the Gulf crisis, has asked the 
U.N. to allow it to sell oil to buy 
food and medicines. 

A U.N. fact-finding team led 
by Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan 
reported earlier tfiis month that 
Iraq’s cereal harvest was likely to 
be one third of last year's. i 


CAIRO (R) — Twenty-four Egyptians returning to Cairo from 
prisons in Kuwait said they had been beaten and many more 
Egyptians remained in detention there, the daily A1 Gombouriyya 
reported Saturday. Ayman A! Ashoul, 27. a driver from 
Alexandria, said a group of Egyptians working in Iraq had w alke d 
across the bonder into Kuwait under heavy allied bombardment 
during die Gulf war. In mid-March, Kuwaiti police threw them 
into prison and started beating them with sticks and iron rods. 
Another returnee, "Eid Hassan Mursi from the Nile Delta town 
of Mansoura. said many Egyptians were still in Kuwaiti custody, 
ill from privation and beatings. A foreign ministry spokesman said 
no precise figures were immediately available for how many 
Egyptians were now resident in Kuwait, or how many were still 
being held in Kuwaiti prisons. "In the confusion foal followed the 
end of the war. we can understand that some Egyptians may have 
suffered by mistake,” he told Renters. "But there are many 
Egyptians now back in Kuwait taking up their responsibilities 
there." 


NASA: No global effect from Kuwaiti fires 


MOUNTAIN VIEW, California (R) — Sdentists at the U.S. 
space agency said Friday they do not expect any global atmos- 
pheric changes to result from the smoke pouring out of Kuwait's 
burning oil wells. Researchers at the Ames Research Centre, a 
division of the National Aeronautics and Space A dm inist ra tion, 
said they flew in May and June through the smoke rising from ml 
wells to study the interaction of solar radiation with the smoke. 
The sdentists said their data showed that climatic effects from the 
smoke will be limited to the Gulf region. Temperatures on the 
ground below foe smoke had dropped about several degrees 
below normal, while temperatures inside the plume was much 
higher than normal. "No global effects are foreseen,” NASA said 
in a prepared statement. 


Gulf war relief starts debate on U.N. emergency response 


GENEVA fR) — The Gulf crisis, 
which triggered a series of re- 
fugee crises, highlighted the need 
for swifter United Nations action 
in emergencies and prompted a 
big power call for a humanitarian 
overlord. 

But the idea has met a mixed 
response from the international 
relief community. 

While independent agencies 
say a U.N. supremo would cut 
through red tape to get food and 
medicines to refugees swiftly, 
U.N. agencies say such a role 
would slow down relief efforts. 
Third World nations fear in- 
fringements of their sovereignty. 

When millions of Kurds and 
Shi'ite Muslims fled Iraq after the 
war, bureaucracy, poor coordina- 
tion and inter-agency competition 
hampered the work of specialised 
U.N. bodies, independent relief 
organisations 2 nd donor nations 
say. 


They say U.N. agencies moved 
in long after non-governmental 
organisations were providing 
food, medicine and shelter to 
refugees huddled on desolate 
mountaintops straddling Iraq's 
borders with Turkey and Iran. 

Leaders of the seven major 
industrialised democracies — the 
United States, Britain, Canada. 
France, Germany, Italy and 
Japan — said at their London 
summit this month that the recipe 
was appointment of a top official 
to streamline international 
emergency action. 

Non-governmental - organisa- 
tions (NGOs). whose work is 
vital in emergency relief, agreed. 

“There is a crying need for 
someone placed above the va- 
rious U.N. agencies and who can 
give them orders,” says an official 
of the French organisation Mede- 
cins Sans Frontieres (Doctors 


Without Borders). 

But U.N. agencies in Geneva 
said a humanitarian overlord 
would only slow down relief 
efforts. 

“What we need most and fas- 
test in an emergency situation 
like this one is money,” says a 
U.N. relief official. "Naming a 
humanitarian supremo would 
only add yet another layer to an 
already heavy bureaucracy." 

This official and staff of NGOs 
say the U.N. system coped well 
with the first phase of the Gulf 
crisis, when hundreds of 
thousands of foreign workers fled 
Iraq and Kuwait after Iraq in-' 
vaded the emirate last Aug. 2. 

“That’s because donor nations 
provided funds rapidly while 
Iraq's neighbours let their bor- 
ders open and contributed their 
own scarce financial resources,” 
the official said. 

But in foe Kurdish crisis, after 


U.S. -led forces drove Iraq’s army 
from Kuwait at the end of Febru- 
ary, the international response 
was less eager. Less than half the 
$449 million of relief funds the 
U.N. requested in April has 
materialised, the official said. 


The official also argued that 
under its mandate the U.N. can- 
not move into a country without 
prior approval from its govern- 
ment. NGOs operate under no 
such political constraints. 

“Appointing a humanitarian 
supremo would not speed up 
relief unless the U.N. mandate is 
changed," he said. 

U.N. bodies involved in relief 
operations include the World 
Health Organisation. (WHO), the 
office of the High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) and the 
U.N. Disaster Relief Office (UN- 
DRO). 

In theory, the humanitarian 


overlord's job already exists. UN- 
DRO was set up 20 years ago to 
coordinate aid during major dis- 
asters. But critics say it lacks 
authority. 

The high commissioner for re- 
fugees, Sadako Ogata of Japan, 
has suggested setting up a pool of 
cash, supplies and personnel to 
enable the U.N system to re- 
spond promptly to refugee crisis. 

But U.N. sources say she, like 
the heads of other U.N. relief 
bodies, opposes foe appointment 
of a humanitarian overlord — a 
job for which Prince Sadruddin 
Aga Khan, one of her predeces- 
sors and the current humanitarian 
envoy to the Gulf, is often tipped. 

“When we can .mobilise finan- 
cial resources fast, half the prob- 
lem is already solved,” says a 
UNHCR official. 

The idea of a humanitarian 
overlord has received an equally 
cool response from Third World 


nations. Heavyweights such as 
Brazil and Mexico see it as open- 
ing a door to Western interfer- 
ence in their internal affairs. 

Privately they express fears 
rhat the allied military interven- 
tion in Iraqi Kurdistan, which 
gave way later to a U.N. pre- 
sence. could be repeated. 

"United Nations activities in 
the humanitarian field do not and 
should not constitute infringe- 
ments of national sovereignty,” 
Brazil’s permanent U.N. repre- 
sentative, Ronaldo Sardenberg, 
said during a recent Geneva de- 
bate. 

Bypassing normal U.N. proce- 
dures would be acceptable during 
a natural disaster but not in 
emergencies with complex poli- 
tical overtones, he added. 

Mexican Ambassador Jorge 
Montano also opposed the idea, 
saying'. "Sovereignty is not 
negotiable.” 
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Masri: Jordan has guarantee 
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“We're saying that an accept- 
able formula could be reached ... 
where, with unity (of the city’s 
administration) its sovereignty 
would be split,” he said in re- 
marks published Friday. 

Leadin g Arab Jerusalem activ- 
ist Faisal Al Husseini suggested 
rtnaj sovereignty over the city in 
Paris Thursday after talks with 
French Foreign Mmsiter Roland 
Dumas. 

Mr. Mnsa said Egypt backed 
Jordanfan-Palesttiian efforts to 
form a joint negotiating team and 
hoped Israel would agree to take 
part in talks. But he said any 
agreement should, indicate a wil- 
lingness to implement Resolution 
242. 

Mr. Musa is due to hold talks 
with Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy in Cairo Monday. 

President Mubarak said Friday 
there was an even chance of a 
Middle East peace conference 
being held. 

Asked after meeting French 
President Francois ~*5tterrand 
what the chances we^jf such a 
meeting, Mr.-Mnbap 11 . told re- 
porters: “Fifty-fifty-?* 

Mr. Mubarak critpased Israel’s 
refusal to allow Arab Jerusalem 
Palestinians to be part of a 
Palestinian delegation to a con- 
ference. 


“Raising the question of East 

Jerusalem is simply trying to com- 


plicate everything and block foe 
convocation of a co nfe rence,” he 
said. 


— PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat opened a meeting Friday of 
foe PLO’s Exencutive Commit- 
tee , which charged' that 
American-led efforts to organise 
a peace conference are ignoring 
the Palestinians. 

The meeting to discuss “all the 


political developments in the 
Near East” could last for several 


Near East” could last for several 
days, the Palestinian news agency 
WAFA said. . 

The statement in the name of 
foe committee challenged U.S. 
President George Bush to^eek a - 
balanced settlement between the 
Palestinians and Israel. 

“Our people demand that they 
be treated equally . with other 
people, and benefit from foe 
same right to seff-detennination 
con forming to international law,” 
the communique said. 

The statement questioned how 
Mr. Bush in a speech Thursday 
could caD on both Israelis and '. 
Palestinians to take advantage of 
the situation to further peace and 
attain their legitimate rights. 

“While we see that Israel gets 
all foe guarantees it wants... what 
is being offered to us amounts to 
no more than our acquiescing to 
our exclusion and the exclusion of 
our rights, and the absence of a 


c om mitment to - tire 
from our lands,” .ft Lm. 

While praising Bush adoain&j 
- tration efforts to oiganise a peaot 
con fe rence, it said ^Pakss&niaos j 
. could never accept the “anheaa-J 
Don” of Jerusalem to 
— Syrian . Foreign 
Farouq Al Sharaasaid 
moment to a compdieasjve peace 
in foe Middle East had persuaded 
President Hafez Al Assad fa-, 
agree to talks with -Israel oh foe : 
basis of land for peace. ' 
President Bnshnad tnade^foe' 
U.S. position very dear ina letter 
to Mr. Assad, Mr. Sharaa and in 
an interview from Damaa^qn 
ABC Television's ^‘Ni^foSe’ ¥ * 
late Friday. - - .. - 

“The American position- haa. : 
become very dear that non-, 
acquisition, of territory/by war, : 
land for peace, ahdthesohition 
should be' based onUJ'T. Resolu- 
tions 242 and 33& and that 
geography does hot guarantee 
security for Israel ,7 hfr^Sluuaa: 
Said. ’ V- 

“Israel has to give up tire terri- 
tories Jt has occupkd.smce foe 
war of 1967," Mn aaraa said. 

“What is essential mfoecotih 
muracatkmbetwx^thctwoprcs- 
kients... is that tfecy bofo rea&e 
the importance of haying, a coin- 
prehensive settierinent m the r©- - 
gion,” he said. ; 

Asked if Syria vyoHld agree to 
direct talks with Israel, Mr. Shar- 
aa told ABC: "Propte fo&peace 
conference certainly do: not turn 
their backs. to t^eir.7 ^ _ 

— A ■ PLG ■ group accused " 
Washington Sataurdy of- siding 1 
with Israd by endorsing foe"; ex- 
clusion of the f^ and Arab 
Jerusalem Palestinians from 
peace talks. ' '} . 

Nayef Hawatmeh, testier of the 
Democratic Front for the libKra-- 
tion of Palestine {PFli^-siiidiiis 
group was treating ‘VifofrriTfldt? 
flntity” an appeal from President 
Bush for Palestinians ‘‘to support 
peace talks. 7 . ' 

But Mr. H awatmeh^ in~«a 
interview with Reuters; uiged 
similar flexibility from the Umted 
States. ■ ■ ■ -"A''-: 

“Weare realists,” Mr.Hawat- 
meh said. "The grand dreams (of 
destroying Israel and setting^ &; 
Palestinian state inks place) stop- 
ped a long time ago. Brit realism 
is one thing arid hoisting the 
white flag is another." 

Mr. Hawatmeh said -that 
according to bis mfonnation, 
Washington was relegating 
Palestinians expected to take part 
in a peace confe r en c e to a. sab- 
bated delegation that woafcTaot 
even be part of a joint tean with 
Jordan. 

If this were accepted, "it means 
that the PLO is forgotten -'arid 
wiped out from the political maps 
in the Middle East and the worid 
as a whole.” 


Israel says no assurance to Syria 

(CoDftmrf Ihwiwl) “For Ite&a time the p»i 

states and wanted “to start them Syria is ready to negotiate with 


now.” 

The (Homier placed special signifi- 
cance on talks with Jordan, Syria and 
the Palestinians, tdhng a Canadian 
delegation that “we must especially 
talk with Syria and Jordan and find a 
formula for coexistence with the 
Palestinians.” 

However, Mr. Shamir acknow- 
ledged that “there are still a lot of 
questions that need to be clarified” 
before peace talks could go ahead. 

Mr. Shamir told the the Canadian 
delegation that be welcomed Syria's 
willingness to negotiate with foe Jew- 
ish stale. 


‘Tor the first .time the president i 
Syria is ready to negotiate with fctac 
1 don’t know what foe reasons are ft 
this and at this point it doestft ma 
ter," he said. 

Mr. Shamir t hat no oc 

could predict the outcome of tt 
negotiations, noting he expected the 
would be fraught with complication 

Still, Mr. Shamir told the Gam 
dhms that Israel “most st ar t negate 
tions, and we want to start tha 
now.” 

“There are still obstacles,- but 
hope that with good win and the wi 
to achieve peace, we will be able to s 
together around the negotiate 
table,” be added. 


Israel: No talks on Lebanon with Syria 


(Continued from page I) 


guide of the Iranian-backed HIz- 
bollah (Party of God), which is 
engaged in guerrilla attacks on 
Israeli troops occupying the bor- 
der strip in foe south. 

He also attacked President 
Hrawi’s government for agreeing 
to .take part in the Middle East 
peace conference proposed by 
the United States. 

“The cabinet has agreed to 
attend the proposed peace con- 


ference with no dear objective 
This move is seff-defeating. I 
virtually linked the implements 
font of Resolution 425 to tin 
Middle East conflict altho ugh tin 
government is stirring segregate 
the two issues," Sheikh Fatttaha) 
said. 

U.N. Security Coundi Resofat 
tion 425 of 1978 calls for total am 
unconditional Israeli withdraws 
from South Lebanon. 
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' AMMAN (J.T.) — A Royal De- 
cree .was issued .-Saturday 
' aiHHstmdsg the aariesiif the new 
P CT rtt c r? of Higher Commissoo 
x^ Jerusalem AfEaira wlrftii was 
.'qr^u^Uy created' in 1973. 

‘ H . Senate member Akram Zueher 
' retains the. chairmanship and 
•-Payez Jaber win re main tty» ro tn- 
tnisskra’s secretary general. 

... According to Mr. Jaber. 
whenever a new cabinet is formed 
a Royal Decree is issued 
announcing the names of die 
~ cb mnnsri On' members, some of 
whom should be ministers. 

According to the Royal De- 
cree, the comnxisstoa members 
are: Minister of Awqaf and Ida* 
one ‘Affairs Raef Nijem, Foreign 
Minister Abdullah Ensoar, 
Minister of Information and Cul- 
ture Khaled Karaki, Chief Isla- 
mic Justice Sheikh Mohammad 
Mheilan, former Mayor of Jeru- 
salem Rawhi A1 Khatib. Vice- 
President at the University of 
Jordan Adrian Al Bakhit, > jwb 
B ishop in Amman Salim Al 
Sayegfa. and Salim Kbalifieh who 
' represents the Greek Orthodox 
community in the Kingdom. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation Saturday 
concluded a deal with a local 
construction Ann ED carry out the 
second phase of a project which 
entails the replacement, of II 
kilometres of pipelines in the- 
Jordan Valley region. 

The pipeline, to carry irrigation 
water from the. King Talal Dam 
id the Jordan Valley farmlands, 
will coat JD^.S million ^according 
to a statement.^ .- 

It said that "the project, to be 
financed through a loan from the 
Arab Development Fund, will be 
comptamenUuy to the first phase 
•which was executed between 1987 
when seven kilometres of pipe- 
lines were laid. 

According to a Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) official, the pro- 
ject was bound to save consider- 
able amounts of water that used 
to be tost when old pipelines 
repeatedly burst, causing damage 
to agricultural units, with some 
flooded others not receiving wa- 
ter at all. 

Tbe statement said that the 
project would be completed in 18 
months. 

The contract was signed by 
JVA Secretary General Abdul 
Aziz Wishab and tbe local firms 
manager. 

In another development, tbe 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation 
Saturday announced that it had 
prepared technical designs and 
plans to set up Wadi Rajel Dam, 
45 kilometres north of Al Azraq, 
to collect rain water for Irrigation 
in rhe dry season^ 

The statment-by Dr. Kamel 
Radaideh, director of the Water 
Resources Department, said that 
when completed, the dam would 
have a storage capacity of 3.5 
million cubic metres of water. 

The dam will be set up in a 
semi-desert area where water 
could be used to supply livestock 
with drinking water and to plant 
animal feed, according to Dr. 
Radaideh. . . . _ . 

He said that the ministry had 
prepared plans to set up a num- 
ber of desert dams and noted that 
tenders for these projects would 
be announced after the ministry 
has emured financial funds were 
available for their implementa- 
tion. 

In his government policy state- 
ment to Parliament earlier this 
month. Prime Minister Taber 
Masri said that lade of water was 
a major problem that impedes tbe 
country's socio-economic de- 
velopment. 

He promised a national water 
strategy for tbe coming two de- 
cades and! said that plans and 
studies would be prepared to 
buQd dams along with other mea- 
sures to make available sufficient 
water for irrigation purposes. 



ESBOUL RECEIVES IRAQI OFFICIAL: in- 
terior Minister Jawdat Al Esbool (second right) 
Saturday received a attttgf from Ms Iraqi 
counter pa rt. Tbe message was delivered to hhn by 
Governor Jassexu Mo h a mma d Al Rukabi (second 
left) of tbe Iraqi District of Al Anhar, who is 
currently vriiiog Jordan. Mr. Esbotil said in a 
statement to fee Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
the message dealt with ways of promoting tbe 
brotherly relations between Jordan and Iraq as 
wefl as f<*-UfrnHng tbe movement of dtteens 


between the two countries. Mr. Esbool said he 
bad sent a reply message to tbe Iraqi minister with 
Mr. Al Rukabi stressing Jordan's willingness to 
bolster ties with Iraq. Tbe meeting was attended 
by Secretary General of the Ministry of Interior 
Satamefa Hamad, Mafiraq Governor Mahmoud Al 
Sari and badia forces Commander Sharif Fawwaz 
Zaben Abdallah. Mr. Al Rukabi also heM 
Wednesday a meeting with Mr. Al Sari to 
coordinate procedures and efforts on the 
Jordanian-iraqi border. 


Japanese goodwill ambassador 
shocked by children’s plight in Iraq 


By Nor Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Teiusko 
Kuroyanagi. japan's goodwill 
ambassador for the United Na- 
tions Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF), recently arrived in Am- 
man after a five-day tour of 
Iraq. 

Accompanying her were 13 
journalists, television crew and 
photographers. 

The purpose of her visit was 
to assess the situation, particu- 
larly of the children of Iraq, 
and to coiled as much evi- 
dence as possible in terms of 
photographs and interviews 
with the Iraqis so that the 
Japanese people would get 
another perspective of the war. 

“The Japanese people will 
be shocked. We have many 
television programmes (about 
the war) and news, such as 
CNN, but we never saw what 
the situation was really like,'* 
Ms. Kuroyanagi said. 

Ms. Kuroyanagi, a popular 
television personality said that 
three different programmes 
would be aired. Tbe number of 
viewers, rite added “will be 
around 50 mill km." 

Another way to inform peo- 
ple will be through printed 
material. Two widely circu- 
lated newspapers will see to 
that, she said. 

One newspaper is read by 15 
million people and another one 
has a circulation of eight mil- 
lion, according to Ms. 
Kuroyanagi. “Many Japanese 
people will know about the 
situation.** she said- 

As soon as the programmes 
are released, Ms. Kuroyanagi 
will begin a fund-raising cam- 
paign so that desperately 
needed milk, food and medi- 


cine could be bought for the 
malnourished children. “This 
is my ninth mission of this sort 
and in the past wc were able to 
raise around $1 million, she 
said. 

Ms. Kuroyanagi. since her 
appointment as a goodwill 
ambassador in 1984, has 
travelled to Tanzania, Niger. 
India, Mozambique. Vietnam. 
Campuchia, Angola and Bang- 
ladesh. 

“We saw many children suf- 
fering in Iraq," she said. 
“There was a shortage of milk 
and food. Doctors were 
screaming: ‘give us milk and 
medicine.* Children have very 
simple diseases, but doctors 
cannot cure them because of 
lack of medicine." 

Ms. Kuroyanagi described 
the dirty houses, with dilapi- 
dated leaking sewage lines. 
Din covered the floor, like a 
still-black pond, she said. 

“People would stay on top of 
their houses and sleep there to 
protea themselves from the 
sewage. Most of the houses 
had no roof and the sun burned 
to a sticky 50 degrees. People 
do not know how to take the 
water out so they just live up 
on the lop. With each day, it 
only gets worse for them," she 
said. 

“I thought I knew about the 
situation when I was in Japan. 
I never thought that after the 
war people would suffer this 
much," Ms. Kuroyanagi said. 

The delegation visited Iraq, 
Basra and the Kurdish people 
on the lraq-Iran border. The 
televirion shows which focus 
on these areas will consist of a 
45 minute daily programme, a 
talk show and a one-hour spe- 
cial programme to be aired on 
Aug. 2 , according to Ms. 
Kuroyanagi. 


"We want (o show the 
Japanese people the other side 
of the world, that peace is 
important." Ms. Kuroyanagi 
said, explaining the nature of 
the message she wants to relay 
through her programmes. "We 
(Japanese) understand what 
Iraq is going through because 
after World War II, Japan was 
in the same situation. I was a 
child, I remember so I under- 
stand how it feels. Children 
never complain." 

Ms. Kuroyanagi recalled her 
visit to Tanzania where she was 
told by the village master that 
people usually complain before 
they pass away. But children 
never complain, he had said. 
They trust adults and die under' 
the banana leaves. 

“I did not understand it at 
the time. Now 1 do. We must 
work and relieve their (the 
Iraqi children's) suffering,’’ 
she said. 

The delegation met with the 
Iraqi prime minister, the fore- 
ign affairs minister, the labour 
minister and the undersecret- 
ary and were briefed on the 
situation. 

Before the delegation 
headed for Iraq, during the 
stop-over in Amman, the 
group visiTed Al-Jizch Com- 
munity Development Centre 
and Tablieh camp for Palesti- 
nian Refugees south of Am- 
man. 

Ms. Kuroyanagi is also a 
well-known author of thirteen 
books on children. One of the 
books, “Tono-Chan, The Lit- 
tle Girl in the Window” sold 
more than seven million copies 
in Japan and has been trans- 
lated into English. It became a 
best seller in the United States. 
The book has also been trans- 
lated into 10 other languages, 
including Arabic. 


Premier briefs Senate on 
efforts for peace conference 


AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament will meet Sunday in 
a special session to be briefed by 
Prime Minister Taher Masri on 
the latest developments regar ding 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker's- peace initiative. 

The House will have another 
session on Wednesday to discuss 
matters on the agenda, according 
to a statement by House Speaker 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat. 

Mr. Masri Saturday presented 
a full briefing to the Senate about 
the latest developments in the 
Arab and international arenas 
and on efforts to give momentum 
to a peace conference. 

The Senate discussed all issues 
and ideas presented by the prime 
minister m light of Jordan’s princ- 


pled stand with regard to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and Jordan’s 
role in helping to bring about a 
just peace and a solution to the 
Palestine problem. Discussion co- 
vered the impact of these de- 
velopments on the national secur- 
ity and the domestic front and 
national unity as well as Jordan’s 
policies to enhance the national 
and pan-Arab march. 

Discussion centred mainly on 
Jordan's demand for the imple- 
mentation of the international 
legitimacy and the achievement 
of peace in a manner that would 
ensure the national rights of the 
Palestinian people and end the 
Israeli occupation of Arab lands, 
including Jerusalem. 

Tbe Scutate and toe govern- 


ment were in agreement on con- 
tinued coordination with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and other Arab par- 
ties, regardless of toe internation- 
al pressures and the constraints 
resulting from the Gulf crisis. 

Senate members stressed toe 
gravity of the situation at this 
stage and called for continued 
consultation between toe govern- 
ment and Parhamem. 

Before toe briefing, the Senate 
discussed a number of amend- 
ments to laws as referred to the 
House by the Lower House. The 
Senate rejected a temporary law 
on Royal Jordanian (RJ) as refer- 
red to by the Lower House by a 
majority of 24 votes. 

Tbe rejection was due to the 


occurrence of the term “regular" 
coupled with toe phrase “air 
transport operations.” 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Transport Ali 
Suheimat said that such term 
does not prevent tbe national 
airline for carrying out its re- 
quired duties and earn revenues. 

Tbe minister reminded the 
House that tbe RJ was to be 
transformed into a public share- 
holding company and that any 
investors would like to be assured 
of toe privileges and rights given 
to toe RJ before embarking on 
this enterprise. 

The Senate decided to hold its 
next session on Tuesday in toe 
presence of the Council of Minis- 
ters, to follow up discussions on 
laws and amendments. 


Workshop 
for principals 
opens 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The German 
government is financing a 10-day 
seminar, by the Ministry of 
Education, for trainers of school 
principals to help implement re- 
solutions passed by the national 
educational conference's resolu- 
tions. 

A total of 100 principals of 
government schools, taking part 
in the seminar, will do theoretical 
and practical work pertaining to 
directing principals in their work. 
They will also watch documentar- 
ies of case studies and take pan in 
workshops on communicating 
with teachers and principals. 

The implementation of toe 
1987 national educational confer- 
ence emails a complete revision 
and development of teaching 
methods, textbooks and any 
other aspects related to the edu- 
cational process, especially the 
choice of appropriate and qual- 
ified school principals, Minister 
of Education Eid Dahiyat said in 
an address at toe opening session. 

“The Ministry of Education 
wants the principals to move 
away from the traditional 
methods and direa their atten- 
tion to the genuine educational 
roles.” Dr. Dahiyat said. “The 
role of a school principal is no 
longer restricted to keeping disci- 
pline and order in his school and 
monitoring the attendance of stu- 
.dents, but rather to focusing on 
the students' potential in a bid to 
build integrated and balanced 
characters that could confront the 
needs of life ahead.” the minister 
added. 

The Ministry of Education's 
assistant secretary general. Dr. 
Khaled Al Ghazzawi, told toe 
opening session that Jordan now 
has 2.500 school principals, of 
whom 38 per cent hold toe first 
university degree. Of these, 45 
per cem are employed in the 
secondary stage, Dr. Ghazzawi 
said. 

To implement the 1987 educa- 
tional conference resolutions. Dr. 
Ghazzawi added that the Ministry 
of Education had enlisted toe 
assistance of 200 local experts, 
mainly university educators. 


CSC issues job statistics 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A report by 
toe Civil Service Commission 
(CSC) about government depart- 
ments and employees in 1990 
revealed toar 86,26] regular gov- 
ernment jobs during that year 
were distributed among 43 de- 
partments. 

The report noted that two 
thirds of these positions were 
concentrated in four areas: 
education, health, agriculture 
and the past office. 

The report also noted that an 
additional 23,638 employees were 
working for toe government on a 
seasonal basis in 1990. 

Some departments were under- 
staffed because employees were 
either seconded to other areas 
and countries or because seme 
had received approval for long 
leaves of absence to continue 


their studies, toe report noted. 

It said that 68 per cent of the 
total number of government em- 
ployees were males and that 0.3 
per cent of toe total number of 
workers held doctorate degrees. 

Tbe CSC report found that in 
1990 its offices had received 
47,555 applications for govern- 
ment jobs, of which 32 per cent 
were from men. Out of this num- 
ber. 23 per cent were holders of 
university degrees, the report 
said. 

Referring to the total number 
of people who were hired by toe. 
government, tire CSC report said 
that only 2,346 of the applicants 
had received jobs, 69 per cent of 
whom were men. Of those who 
were appointed 51 per cent held 
university degrees. 


Orthodox Club, scouts 
to hold 4-day festival 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ortho- 
dox Club in Amman and tbe 
Amman Orthodox Scouts are 
bolding a four-day fair festival at 
tbe Orthodox Club in Abdoun 
from Aug. 1 to Aug. 4. Among 



The following listings are com 
ptietf from monthly bulletins 
and ' C6e daily Arabic press. 
Rcadjerk are advised to verify 
tbe-tisted rime and place with 
the concerned institutions. 
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other things, the fair will include 
shops offering various presents, 
food and drinks, a rauppet show, 
f^mes for children and adults and 
a raffle for a Toyota car and other 
prizes. 

Money collected for the raffle 
will be used by the organisations 
to help hospitals, centres for toe 
handicapped and other humanita- 
rian organisations. Part of tbe 
money will be donated to char- 
ities to help poor families. 

In addition to the many games 
there will be performance by toe 
Amman Orthodox Scouts troupe. 


Government to help tomato growers 

Masri meets farmers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Taher Masri met at toe Parlia- 
ment with a delegation represent- 
ing the farmers in the Mafraq and 
northern Badia regions and dis- 
cussed with them matters related 
to fanning projects in their re- 
gion. 

Discussion at the meeting, 
which was also attended by a 
number of Cabinet ministers and 
Parliament members from toe 
Mafraq region, involved the 
question of marketing tomatoes 
and their low price which causes 
heavy losses to farmers. 

Parliament member Moham- 
mad Abu Alim, who attended the 


meeting, said that toe govern- 
ment had instructed the tomato 
paste factory at Arida to purchase 
the tomato crop at 70 fils per 
kilogramme, 20 fils higher than 
the normal price, so that farmers 
can benefit from the sale. 

Dr. Abu Alim told the Jordan 
Tunes that he appreciated the 
prime minister's gesture, which, 
be said, would be of benefit to tbe 
farmers and would encourage 
them to increase production. 

The farmers used to sell their 
crop at a low price to a merchant 
who made profit by exporting the 
tomatoes, according to Dr. Abu 
Alim. 


Jordan to attend Cairo 
communication talks 


poration and toe director general 
of the Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC). 

According to Ministry of Com- 
munications sources here, the 
Arab ministers will study Jor- 
dan’s proposals pertaining to 
boosting inter-Arab communica- 
tions and procedural matters, like 
naming the date and venue of toe 
next meeting. 

The conference is tbe first by 
Arab countries after the Gulf 
war,' to be held with all Arab 
states represented. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian 
delegation left for Cairo Saturday 
to take pan in a meeting of Arab 
ministers of communication to 
discuss matters related to com- 
munications among Arab conn- 
tries and toe establishment of an 
executive office for the ministers 
of communication’s council in the 
Egyptian capital. 

The delegation, which is 
beaded by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of Transport and 
Communications Ali Suheimat, 
includes toe director of toe Post 
Office and Postal Savings Cor- 



Minister of Planning Ziyad Fariz (second right) and WW Saturday sign an agreement for expatriate 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) pnieets at the Ministry of Planning (Petra photo) 
Resident Representative in Jordan Ah Atiqa (third 

U.N. agency to help Jordan 
deal with expatriate problem 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Development Program- 
me (UNDP) will help the Jorda- 
nian government conduct studies 
on finding solutions to the con- 
sequences of toe Gulf crisis on 
Jordan, including a way to deal 
with the expatriates’ problems. 


According to an agreement 
signed by toe Ministry of Plan- 
ning and toe UNDP. Jordan will 
get JD 174.000 from toe U.N. to 
help finance the study. The 
Jordanian government will con- 
tribute JD 100,000 worth of mate- 
rials and services to toe projects. 

According to a Ministry of 
Planning official, tbe project aims 
at helping toe government collect 
and analyse data about Jorda- 
nians returning from the Gulf 
region prior to working out short 
and long-term programmes to 
deal with toe expatriates' needs 
and problems. 


The Ministry of Planning will 
implement the project in coop- 
eration with the Ministry of 
Labour and tbe Department of 
Statistics as well as toe National 
Educational Development Cen- 
tre, according to toe official. 

He said that the ministry would 
enlist the help of local consultants 
and set up work teams to prepare 
the projects, purchase machinery 
and equipment and take other 
preparatory steps for the field 
work. 

Earlier this month toe govern- 
ment announced its decision to 
begin spending from a JD 120 
million supplementary emergen- 
cy budget for 1991, approved by 
Parliament last December, main- 
ly to help absorb returnees from 
Kuwait and Gulf states. 

Minister of Finance Basel Jar- 
daneh said that he had issued 
instructions to the concerned au- 
thorities to begin spending toe 


allocated sums for expatriate pro- 
jects. 

The government said that tens 
of thousands of expatriates have 
been forced to return from 
Kuwait. It added that it would 
cany out programmes like infras- 
tructure projects to boost health 
facilities, improve water and 
power supplies, transport services 
and boost schools' capacity in 
order to absorb toe expatriates. 

Upon presenting his govern- 
ment’s statement to Parliament 
earlier this month. Prime Minis- 
ter Taher Masri said that absorb- 
ing the returning expatriates 
would be one of the government’s 
main concerns. 

Minister of Planning Ziyad 
Fariz and UNDP Resident Rep- 
resentative in Jordan Ah Atiqa 
signed the documents for the 
project at the Ministry of Plan- 
ning. 


Ministry to develop waqf land 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis; 
try of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
is preparing an integrated plan to 
develop waqf land owned by the 
Ministry of Awqaf and used for 
charity that has been frozen for 
many years in cooperation with 
the private sector, according to 
an announcement by Minister of 
Awqaf Raef Nijem. 

The ministry plans to lease 
units of this land to private sec- 
tor’s developers for a period of 30 
years at toe end of which tbe 
lands and the buildings on them 
would be returned to toe minis- 
try, toe minister said. 

So for, the ministry has con- 
ducted a survey covering ail waqf 
land owned by the ministry and 
its different departments around 
tbe Kingdom in order to classify 
them for residential • commercial 
or industrial purposes. The sur- 
vey,, he said, is needed before the 
investment plan can be approved 
by the ministry's awqaf council, 


iii its coming session, and later 
implemented. 

Referring to the ministry's 
other plans and programmes, Mr. 
Nijem said that the ministry had. 
embarked on measures to build 
an Islamic college to turn out 
mosque preachers and imams. 
Work on the project will start in 
the coming year and the initial 
estimate of toe project is put at 
JD 1 .5 million, the minister 
pointed out. 

.• He said that the Islamic Dawa 
Society of Libya had contributed 
$400,000 to this project. 

“The tombs of Prophet 
Mohammad’s companions in the 
Jordan Valley will receive 
appropriate attention by the 
Ministry of Awqaf and at least JD 
500,000 will be spent on Obaida’s 
tomb in toe coming year." toe 
minister said. 

“Due attention is being given 
to toe companions' tombs, found 
in Jordan, in implementation of 
directives by His Majesty King 


Hussein in 1984," said toe minis- 
ter. 

Designs for developing these 
tombs have been drawn up and 
amendments would be added be- 
fore work can start, the minister 
noted. 

The Ministry of Awqaf, he 
said, has plans to repair and 
restore old mosques, especially 
those with historical background. 

The minister said that Jordan 
would take pan in a conference 
by the World Higher Islamic 
Council for Dawa and Relief, due 
to open in Cairo next month, and 
would brief the conference on toe 
condition of the Palestinian peo- 
ple under Israeli rule. 

The Jordanian delegation at 
the meeting, he said, will also 
seek to establish a special fund 
designed to help safeguard toe 
Islamic places in Jerusalem and 
hqlp boost the steadfastness of 
the Palestinian people in the face 
of Israeli occupation. 



>r 

EXHIBITION OPENS: — Acting University of 
Jordan President Mohammad Adnan Al Baltoit 
Saturday opened an exhibition and a bazaar held 
as part of "the womah week” activities organised 
by the preparatory committee of the nniversity’s 


Arts Faculty. The exhibition, which wiH last until 
July 31, displays handicrafts, traditional heritage 
items, books, children’s toys and clothes and 
traditional dishes. — 
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Is it too much? 


i HKHF. IS an emergency ont there among the thousands of 
Jordanians who have returned from Kuwait. Granted, a few 
of the returnees are very well to do, but the vast majority of 
them are penniless and their firing conditions are steadily 
deteriorating. 

Scenes resembling family picnics turn out to be expatriate 
ftnnaiw who have set up homes in isolated spots because 
they could not afford the rent on an apartment. Their only 
worldly possession is perhaps the vehicle they brought in 
from Kuwait. Many live in their vehicles and having to pay 
the fees for what is Uteraily their “mobile borne” is another 
burden on them. 

Real-life stories are plenty: An 11-member family feeding 
itself with less than 46 dinars a mouth; someone who went to 
hospital but had to give up urgently needed treatment for 
lack of money; parents being asked by their children why 
they are not being sent to school even when it only costs less 
than five dinars a month. 

Relief workers estimate that about 35 per cent of all 
returnees carried home nothing more than the dothes they 
wore. Most of them had no savings since their monthly 
earning went to supporting families in Jordan and in the 
occupied territories. 

Tnie, they had a comfortable life in Kuwait but the 
memory of that life is about all they have brought home. 

The conditions facing the hundreds of thousands of onr 
brethren could perhaps not be seen detached from the 
overall situation in the country, given the fact that surveys 
have found that over one mSUon Jordanians live under the 
poverty fine. The government is doing what it can, perhaps 
not where it is highly visible. For instance, funds have been 
channelled to the education and health services systems to 
cope with mounting demand and easy-term loans are being 
granted for enterprising seif-employment projects. Of 
course, one expects the government to do much more but 
then one also has to remember the limited resources Jordan 
.has at its disposal. 

What appears to be overlooked in the bargain is the fact 
that the upper dass of the society also have a responsibility 
to shoulder some of the burden caused by their less- 
fortunate kinsmen. 

It may not be any different from a typical Third World 
country, but the overall situation in the country warrants a 
very dose look by the society at large with a view to 
determining what those affluent Jordanians can do to help 
alleviate the suffering of the thousands of expatriates. 

b it too much to remind a businessman who spends 100 
dinars on a lunch for four that five per cent of that sum 
could feed an entire family of eight for a day? 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


At Ra’i Saturday focused attention on the on-going efforts to find 
a solution to the Middle East conflict in the light of the coming 
visit to the region by U.S. Secretary of State James Baker later in 
the coining week. It seems that the Americans and the Israelis are 
In full agreement on the steps to the taken and so they have 
coordinated their stands. Against all this, one cannot see any 
concerted action on the part of the Arab parties to the conflict 
despite the fast moving developments and the fact that the Israelis 
and the Americans are in conceit about their stand, noted the 
paper. It should be emphasised that Israel has interest in dealing 
with each Arab party on its own and not facing the Arabs 
altogether, and for this reason Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir stated Friday that he was keen on starting the negotiations 
with the arabs as soon as possible, the paper said. Jordan, for its 
part, has made it dear that it would not represent the Palestinians 
but that its position should not prevent the Kingdom from 
coordinating its stands with the other parties, the paper said. As 
Jordan reiterates its dear position and stresses that the Kingdom 
will never go it alone, said the paper, there must be a quick move 
on the part of aO the Arab parties to coordinate their stand and 
embark on the negotiations in a manner that would safeguard all 
Arab interests. 

President George Bush's written pledge to Syrian President Hafez 
Assad that Israel would withdraw its forces from all the occupied 
Syrian, Lebanese and Palestinian lands reminds the Arabs of a 
similar written pledge given to King Hussein by former President 
Lyndon Johnson that Israel would pull out from Arab lands mid 
implement U.N. Security Council resolution 242 in a matter of six 
months, said a columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Saturday. We 
know for sure that the Americans are lying to us and that their 
guarantees lead nowhere and we know that former President 
Gerald Ford had given Israel the green fight to annex the Golan 
Heights as was evident in Mr. Ford’s letter to the Israeli 
government revealed in the Israeli press some days ago, cohmuiist 
Tareq Masarweh noted. He said that die Arabs also realise dial 
those American presidents who appear to be more and more 
indued to achieve peace, are in secret pumping more and more 
arms and cash into the Jewish state, the writer continued. All 
American pledges are false promises to the Arabs and are only a 
cover for theU-S. administration to offer more aid to the Jewish 
state, the writer said. These empty promises, be said, are also a 
■ sort of cover for the Americans to launch another aggression on 
the Iraqi people and deal at will with the Arab oil wealth, the 
writer added. Only those fools among the Arabs whose bands are 
stained with the blood of their countrymen and those who sold ont 
their nation a long time ago, would like to believe the U.S. 
promises, die writer concluded. 
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Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahd A1 Fanek 


Israeli settlements for Arab boycott? 


INSPIRED by the United States, Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak has proposed that the Arabs and Israel should make 
concessions in order to build good-will and enhance the chances 
of success for the forthcoming peace conference. The transaction 
aired by Mr. Mubarak is that Israel should suspend settlement in 
the occupied Arab territories, while the Arabs lift economic 
boycott against Israel. 

It is obvious why Israel is not interested in any form of peace 
conference, much less its success. On the other hand, the Arabs 
were calling for an international conference for the last 18 years, 
since the Geneva conference convened for only one session and 
disbursed without any results. 

During those 18 years Israel conveniently exploited Arab 
objections and reservations to prevent a conference that would 
have led to an Israeli withdrawal from the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Clearly, Israel is not willing to return the occupied Arab 
land in exchange of any Arab concessions. 

Israel, or at least the Likud government of Yitzhak Shamir, 
does not want peace because war is its only way for further 
expansion, and because its own peace is guaranteed by America, 
its strategic ally, through unlimited financial, military and political 
support. The status quojs thus quite desirable, for Israel, at least 
in the short run and as long as the Arabs have no military option 


and after the Arabs lost most of the cards which could be used 
against Israel, especially after the destruction of Iraq’s power and 
the liquidation of the military presence of the PLO in Lebanon 
and elsewhere. 

Obviously the present state of affairs is not favourable for 
negotiations from an Arab point of view. In the absence of Iraq 
and the PLO, the Arabs have very little, if any, bargaining power. 
The real parties in the coming peace conference will, therefore, 
be Israel and- the United States. The outcome of the conference 
would in effect be what concessions the United States is willing to 
extract from Israel in favour of the Arabs against any price that 
Israel may charge. 

The exchange of Arab boycott for Israeli settlement, despite its 
American-Egyptian origin, should not be rejected out of hand 
and without real calculation of the costs and benefits. Israel has 
already rejected tbe formule because it grew accustomed to free 
concessions from the Arab side. Israel would, of course, like 
Arabs to reject the offer because that would facilitate its position. 
It prefers to use the same American approach during the Gulf 
crisis, when it forced Iraq to make the very decisions that America 
wanted. 

The Jordanian press voiced some objections to the exchange of 
concessions. Writers argued that it is not fair nor just to give up 


The week in print: 


Arab League assumes role 


MOST of tbe Arabic daily pap- 
ers discussed the mission of the 
Arab Leagse secretary -general 
in the light of his visit to Jordan 
Wednesday and Thursday and 
focused attention on a visit to 
Jordan and the Middle East 
area by the U.S. Secretary of 
States James Baker in addition 
to discussing a host of domestic 
issues of concern to the public. 

Dwelling on the Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid’s visit, 
Sawt A1 Shaab daily said that 
die Arab League chief is to be 
commended for has attempts 
and efforts to breathe life again 
into the Arab League and 
stimulate collective Arab ac- 
tion and heal rifts in Arab 
ranks. But the paper said Mr. 
Abdul Meguid’s task would 
have been more comprehen- 
sive and his mission more 
realistic should he have de- 
cided to add Iraq to his itiner- 
ary, because that gesture 
would project him as truly in- 
tent on re-establishing solidar- 
ity among Arab countries at 
this crucial moment of their 
history. 

A1 Dustour daily supported 
this view and said that all Arab 
states are now looking to Mr. 
Abdul Meguid to help the 
Arab League stand up again 
and deal with the challenges 
that face all the Arabs. The 
paper said. Mr. Abdul 
Meguid’s mission was not a 
bed of rose, especially as it 
comes in wake of the Gulf war 
which devastated solidarity 
among Arabs and revealed 
many defects in the Arab 
order. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily 
criticised Mr. Abdul Meguid 
for his failure to act as a 
secretary general of the Arab 
League, several months after 
being appointed to the post. 
Fahd A1 Fanek said that the 
new Arab League chief still 


behaves as Egypt’s foreign 
minister, and his current tour 
of Arab countries does not 
include Baghdad, considered 
by Cairo as an enemy to the 
Arabs. So far Mr. Abdul 
Meguid did not demand that 
foreign forces be withdrawan 
from Iraq and a halt to West- 
ern interference in Iraq’s inter- 
nal affairs and he did not even 
demand a lifting of tbe econo- 
mic embargo on tbe Iraqi peo- 
ple, Mr. Fanek noted. 

Reflecting on the Middle East 
in the tight of U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker’s fifth tour, 
Sawt A1 Shaab daily said that 
•now that the Arabs have 
accepted the Baker plan for 
the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338, one can say that 
the ball was squarely placed in 
tbe Israeli court before Yit- 
zhak Shamir threw it onto the 
American side. The paper 
noted that the Israeli govern- 
ment’s refusal of the plan, its 
continued efforts to build set- 
tlements on the occupied terri- 
tories in defiance of the U.S. 
administration and the world 
community can only prove the 
Jewish state's arrogance which 
has come about as a result of 
Washington's continued sup- 
port of Israel and refrain from 
exercising any pressures on its 
government to change its ada- 
mant stand. 

When the Arabs accepted 
the Baker plan, they ought to 
have demanded the U.S. admi- 
nistration committed itself to 
force Israel to accept the inter- 
national legitimacy, the paper 
said. 

A columnist in A1 Dustour 
bitterly criticised the peace 
plan presented by Mr. Baker 
and said that tbe plan dearly 
overlooks the right of those 
Palestinians evicted from their 
land occupied in 1948, ignores 


the role of the United Nations 
and neutralises the status of 
Jerusalem. Hamadeh 
Faraaneh said that tbe Arabs 
should say a big no to such plan 
because it does not ensure the 
rights of the Arabs and ignores 
the Palestinian people’s rights 
to self-determination and inde- 
pendence. 

Another columnist in AJ 
Dustour attacked tbe Baker 
plan and said that it was in- 
tended only to give the Israelis 
more time to gain and to con- 
solidate their hold on Arab 
land. Mohammad Kawash said w 
that Mr. Baker and Mr. Sha-~ 
mir are cooking a formula to 
be served to the Arabs, but 
Mr. Baker is to serve it little by 
little and each time he finds a 
way to detract the Arab coun- 
tries’ minds from the essence 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Bader Abdul Haq, a col- 
umnist in A1 Ra’i daily, tackled 
the questison of ending the 
economic boycott imposed on 
Israel by the Arab states for its 
occupation of Palestinian land. 
By ending the boycott the 
Arabs are offering a free gift to 
the Israelis, tbe writer noted. 
He said that Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, who sug- 
gested tbe end of the boycott, 
was offering a gift to Mr. Sha- 
mir with the hope teat it would 
be conducive to the cause of 
peace, but it would be like 
total capitulation to the Israeli 
will. The Israelis, he said, 
would not be persuaded to 
accept tbe idea of halting the 
building of settlements in ex- 
change for ending the boycott, 
simply because Israeli goods 
continue to reach the Arab 
countries through a third par- 
ty. 

Writing in At Dustour daily, 
Mohammad Daoud focused 
attention on tbe the new gov- 


ernment of Prime Minister 
Taber Masri and said that no- 
body can expect miracles from 
this g o ve rnm ent overnight^ but 
it is hoped that it will be 
open-minded and accept prop- 
osals and criticism. 

It is important for the gov- 
ernment and Parliament to' 
maintain close cooperation if 
the country is to achieve a 
headway for solving domestic 
issues and confronting the 
enormous challenges, the wri- 
ter noted. He said the govern- 
ment can achieve a great deal if 
it properly utilised the exper- 
tise at its disposal and the 
skilled human resources found 
in the Kingdom. To stimulate 
Jordan's economic and politic- 
al role in the Arab World and 
boost national exports, the 
country requires all sincere 
efforts at all fronts, he said. 

A columnist in A1 Ra'i said 
that Jordan now has a progres- 
sive and democratic govern- 
ment but is faced with a solid 
opposition represented in Par- 
ti ament with its various blocs. 
The media is regarded as a 
watchdog over the govern- 
ment’s behaviour and will be 
quick to criticise negative atti- 
tudes, thus forming another 
opposition front for the gov- 
ernment, Fahd A1 Fanek- 
noted. What is encouragrmg in 
the atmosphere of democracy, 
is the fact that the government 
is no more a tool for oppres- 
sion, but rather a means for 
enhancing democracy and ex- 
panding the base of public 
freedoms. 

Those who gave the govern- | 
men! their confidence and , 
those who refrained from j 
doing so will be watching to see 
if tbe government would stick 
to its policy statement with 
regard to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict and Jordan’s principled 
stands, said Salameh Ekour in 
Sawt AJ Shaab daily. 


Iraq * faces widespread starvation* 


Sanctions against Iraq must be eased if the country is to obtain the 
oil revenue needed to repair its shattered social and economic life, 
says a UN fact-finding team. The following excerpts are taken 
bom the report to the UN Secre tary- General on "< humanitarian 
needs m Iraq," drawn up by a UN mission led by Prince 
Sadruddin Aga Khan. The authors. who recently returned bom 
Iraq, stress that their findings are based “on observations and 
conclusions drawn bom on-the-spot evaluation.” 


THE mission members concluded 
that the scale of damage and 
decline in Iraq in the past year 
had been dramatic. Tbe impart of 
sanctions had been, and remains, 
very substantial on the economy 
and living conditions of its civilian 
population. The mission was in- 
formed that the last reserves of 
food commodities that are in- 
cluded in the ration basket are in 
the process of being exhausted. 

During the past several 
months, major efforts have been 
made by the government of Iraq 
to restore the country to some 
semblance of its pre-war situa- 
tion. These have only been par- 
tially successful. 

Damage to water treatment 
plants, and the inability to obtain 
needed spare parts, have cut off 
an estimated IVi million Iraqis 
from the government system they 
relied upon before the war. The 
14. 5 million Iraqis who continue 
to receive their water through this 
system are now provided with a 
quarter of the pre-war amount 
per day. Much of this water is of 
doubtful quality. 

Major damage was also suf- 
fered by the national sewage sys- 
tem. Most of this damage has not. 
been repaired, with raw sewage 


year ago. The country is ex- 
periencing outbreaks of typhoid 
and cholera. 

Hospitals and public health 
centres are severely affected by 
lack of electricity, water, and 
medicines. Medical, surgical, de- 
ntal and laboratory equipment 
suffer from lack of spare parts 
and maintenance. 

As for the food supply, the 
position is deteriorating rapidly in* 
virtually all parts of the country. 
Preliminary forecasts for the cur- 
rent main harvest indicate that 
this year's aggregate cereal pro- 
duction will be around one-third 
of last year's. 

Current retail prices for wheat' 
and rice — the two normal staple 
food items — remain 45 and 22 
times their price levels of last 
year, while incomes have shown 
only moderate gains. The govern- 
ment rationing system can only 
provide about one-third of the 
typical family's food needs. 

Several independent studies, 
and direct observation by the 
mission, confirmed the high pre- 
valence of malnutrition among 
children. 

This dearly demonstrates a 
widespread and acute food supply 


flowing in some city streets and, crisis which, if not averted 
into rivers. Diarrhoea! diseases through timely intervention, will 
arejat four times tbetevet of m inexorably cause massive starva- 


tion throughout the country. 

Electricity production is about 
40 per cent of the 1990 level; as 
for telecommunications, at least 
400,000 of the original 900,000 
telephones lines were damaged 
beyond repair. All international 
telecommunications were put out 
of service. 

The primary' action that is 
needed to address these needs is 
the import of material goods. 

This indudes drugs, vaccines, 
medical equipment, ambulances, 
spare parts and replacements for 
water and sewage equipment, - 
food and agricultural inputs,' 
equipment and parts for power 
plants and the oil sector, as well 
as for the telecommunications 
network. 

The following amounts of 
money will be needed to restore 
services: S12 billion for the power 
generating capadty. $6 billion for 
the oil sector, $450 million for the 
water and sanitation systems, 
$2.64 billion for food imports and 
S500 million for agricultural im- 
ports. 

While these calculations were 
not possible for health, an indica- 
tive figure would be the typical 
level of international imports for 
the health sector for one year, 
which has been approximately 
$500 million. 

It certainly appeared that the 
Iraqi government has the poten- 
tial itself to generate the funds 
required to cover the needs iden- 
tified by the team. This could be 
done either by unfreezing sub- 
stantial amounts of Iraqi assets 
held abroad, or through the sale 
of oil. 


the boycott, a legitimate act of Arab states soyereiffjty, ; fbi: the / 
halt of settlement in the occupied territories which is illegal in the. 4 
eyes of international law. But this argument brings us back to 
square one. We have spent time and effort to prove the Arabs £ 
right and the Israelis wrong. But we are not in a cotm of justice f 
which may uphold right because it is right and put down wrong 
because it is wrong, irrespective of the balance of power 
prevailing between the two parties. It is true that tec Ar at > 
boycott is right; but so are the withdrawal from the occupied, ^ 
■territories, the independent Palestinian state and last but not least ■ 
the principle of self-determination. These rights are empty as tong _ 
as Arabs are unable to enforce them because of American policy . 

“in the Middle East. . f , 

Suspending settlement building has a vital political value. It 
means that the West Bank will not be Judzused and will , 
eventually be recovered, while boycott is an ineffective economic 
process as long as the Israeli economy and treasury are heavily £ 
subsidised by American taxpayers. n . - J; 

Suspension of settlement building m the West Bank has more ✓ 
value to the Arabs than boycott. The evidence is that Israel will 
reject the formula based on calculation, and, I am afraid, the "[ 
Arabs may also reject it, but out of ignorance and lack of 3 
calculation. , 
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R ank er of choice 
to the CIA 


By Larry Collins 

SAINT-TROPEZ, France — 
Bankers are like doctors. They 
love to gossip among themselves 
about at colleague's shortcom- 
ings. but let an outsider try to 
listen to their conversation and 
they freeze. 

The Bank of Credit & Com- 
merce International is in the 
throes of financial collapse. De- 
spite the pious noises coming out 
of London and Washington, the 
fact is that its slipshod manage- 
ment and its penchant for money 
laundering and tiptoeing along 
the frontier of legality have been 
the gossip of the banking com- 
munity for at least a decade. 

' There is, however, another still 
largely undisclosed and potential- 
ly more sordid aspect of BCCI's 
history — its services as banker of 
choice to the CIA. 

What will particularly outrage 
many Americans is that the CIA 
was dealing extensively with the 
bank at the same time that other 
U.S. government agencies — tbe 
Customs Service, the Drug En- 
forcement Administration — 
were pursuing the bank for its 
role as the world’s premier 
money laundering institution. 

It is now widely known that 
Manuel Antonio Noriega used 
BCCI branches in Panama, Lon- 
don, Luxembourg and the Cay- 
man Istands to process what the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
alleges were illegal drug profits. 

The CIA-BCCJ ties seem to tit 
a pattern of agency activities 
during the tenure of William 


According to the government, 
the current oil production capac- 
ity of the country is 1 ,455 million 
barrels per day. Taking into 
account internal consumption, 
the production available for ex- 
port could be about one million 
barrels per day. This would mean 
a net revenue of $5.5 billion over 
one year. 

The mission therefore recom- 
mends: 

•That Iraq be allowed to im- 
port over a four-month period $1 
billion of equipment, spare parts 
and materials to start restoration 
of the oil sector. 

•That immediate steps be 
taken to alleviate the priority 
needs identified by the mission in 
the areas of food supply, health 
services, water and sanitation, 
power generation, the oil sector 
and telecommunication. 

• Food imports should be 
allowed to meet the minimum 
consumption requirement. 

•Imports of fertilisers, pesti- 
cides, animal feed and drugs, 
machinery and spare parts 
needed to repair the damaged 
irrigation and drainage system 
should also be allowed. 

•Other imports should also be 
permitted, including drugs, vac- 
cines, and surgical, dental and 
diagnostic equipment; vehicles, 
and spare parts needed by the 
health system, including ambu- 
lances; spare parts and equip- 
ment needed by water treatment 
and pumping facilities and by the 
sewage system; and equipment, 
materials and spare parts for tbe 
electric power system, the oil 
sector and the telecommunica- 
tions sector. . 


I have in my possession dozens 
of BCCI documents dealing with 
then General Noreiga’s accounts 
at the bank's Edgeware and 
Cromwell Road branches in Lon- 
don. They reveal that from 1986 
to 1988 money poured through 
1 those branches enroute from 
Panama to Luxembourg and then 
God knows where. 

Why did General Noriega use 
the services of the BCCI? Be- 
cause his employers at the CIA 
told him to. 

The agency had been using tbe 
bank's Panamanian branch to 
make discreet payments in Cen- 
tral and Latin Ameica sines the 
branch opened in 1980. In 1982, 
shortly after General Noriega had 
agreed to give clandestine sup- 
port to the contra programme 
Duane Clarridge, manager of the 
CIA's Central American task 
force, instructed him to set up 
bank accounts that could be used 
for their joint activities and refer- 
red him to the BCCI Panamanian 
manager, Anja Awan. 

General Noriega opened a sec- 
ret account at the bank in his own 
name with instructions “that it 
will be operated solely by me with 
written or verba] instructions 
given to you personally." 

Initially, he used tbe accounts 
to deposit CIA and other U.S. 
government funds being relayed 
to him for the improvement of 
tbe intelligence-gathering capaci- 
ties of his branch of the Panama- 
nian Defence Forces. Subse-^ 
quently, he employed it to re-"" 
ceive money' from CIA cover 
corporations to pay for the purch- 
ase of arms for the contras that he 
or his associates had made on 
their behalf. 

Finding the bank's services 
much to his liking, be made BCCI 
his prime personal bank, using h 
to pay for hotels, limousines and 
aircraft rentals on h£s trips abro- 
ad. He mixed . into the same 
accounts in which he deposited. 
CIA money sums that the De- 
partment of Justice now alleges 
came from narcotics traffic. * 
Jos6 Blanddn, a former 

Noriega associate and a key wit- 


ness both for the Senate subcom- 
mittee which investigated Gener- 
al Noriega's activities in 1988 arid 
for the U.S. Attorney's office lb 
Miami that indicted him, .studied 
many of the general's BCCI re- 
cords at the government's' re- ’ 
quest. 

“You see money . flowing 
through those accounts from the 
CIA to Noriega to the contras." 
he says. “You also see drug 
money flowing through those 
same accounts." Many of those 
records were so embarrassing, 
according to Mr. Blarid6n, .that 
the CIA seized them to prevent 
them from surfacing in a Miami 
courtroom during tbe general’s 
trial. 

John Blum. legal counsel to 
Massachusetts Senator John Ker- 
ry when the senator was investi- 
gating the BCCI's activities for 
the Foreign Relations Subcom- 
mittee on Terrorism. Narcotics 
and International Operations, 
maintains that the Bush adminis- 
tration has resisted a full inves- 
tigation of the bank’s laundering 
of drug money in order fopi-event 
tbe disclosure of tbe CIA’s rela- 
tionship with the bank. 

That accusation stems from the 
1989 arrest of a group of BCCI 
officers for money laundering" Tn 
Tampa, Florida. Instead of going 
after the bank itself, the Depart- 
ment of Justice allowed BCCI to 
enter a plea of nolo contendere in. 
the case. In return, the U.S. 
Attorney’s office agreed to drop 
all charges against the bank in 
connection with any wrongdoing 
by BCCI known to the U.S. 
government.. 

For Mr. Blum and his enraged 
fellow committee staffers, teat 
plea bargain was a flagrant dis- 
avowal of “basic; sound pro- 
secutorial strategy." It was 
accepted by the Department of 
Justice, they are convinced, to 
keep any hint of the CIA's deal- 
ings with the bank from appear- 
ing in a courtroom. 

It is Mr. Blum's conviction chat 
the CIA funded via BCCI “a 
whole range of off-tbe-book 
covert operations set in motion 
all over the world to destabilise 
the Soviet Union" — activities 
such as funding Solidarity and 
Afghan guerrillas. He believes 
those activities also included- 
heretofore secret arms purchases 
for dissident Soviet ethnic groups 
ranging from Armenians to Azer- 
baijanis and Turcomans — in 
short, any ethnic group with a 
grievance and a rdadiness to act 
on it. It constituted, he" is con- 
vinced, “a flat-out Casey-driven \ 
effort to dismember the 
U-S.S.R." 

For tee CIA, a large Third 
World banking institution, staf- 
fed at the top by reliable friends, 
able to deliver money anywhere 
in. the world- without leaving any 
trace as to where it. came from or. 
how it got there, was a vital 
adjunct to covert , operations. .' 

The CIA’s initial employment- 
of the bank was not illegal or 
even, in- the circumstances 
perhaps, unwise. Where 7 the 
agency’s wisdom can be ques- 
tioned is in its continuing him of a 
bank that U.S. law' enforcemoit / 
knew was up to : its-.- neck , m 
money, laundering. 

Ta its defence^ agency officials ■ 
will murmur that “in this bosiness 
you don't deal' with altar boys," • 
and point out that the very feet 
that BCCIlaundereddrog money 
helped cover the agency Y acrivt-' 
ties with it: . 

That may be so. Nonetheless, ..’ 
the ClA-BCQ ties seemtorfit a 




the tenure of WilKaii 
Iran-contra is '.only, 
known example - — ti 
and legality of which 
bious atbest.— Thet 
al Herald Tribuhe;-' 
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New ‘fun’ party rocks 
Swedish political life 


By Lars Foyen 
Reuter 

STOCKHOLM — Ail eccentric 
aristocrat and a pop music pub- 
lisher have shaken Sweden’s staid 
political establishment with a 
populist movement that aims to 
make life “simpler, cheaper and 
more fun.” 

Founded only six months ago. 
the New Democracy Party is 
already polling about 10 per cent 
in opinion surveys as Sweden 
beads for general elections on 
Sept. 15. 

“We are. witnessing a typical 
Swedish revolution. It is a polite 
process, but the message is dear: 
the people want a new system,*' 
party. leader and businessman 
Count Ian Wacbtmeister said in 
an interview. 

New - Democracy wants to 
make life ampler by, for inst- 
ance, abolishing traffic wardens, 
more fun by easing the tough 
alcohol laws and cheaper by 
lowering taxes and privatising 
much of the social welfare sys- 
tem, one of the most extensive in 
the world. 

It also wants Sweden to estab- 
lish military ties with the . West 
instead of being neutral ,'and to 
tighten up immigration policies. 

Swedish politicians have 
reacted with honor at Count 
Wacbtmeister and his party’s co- 
‘ founder Bert Karbson. 

Name-calling is rife. The media 
have dubbed the pair “the mad 
count and the buSen” 

Prime Minister Ingvar Oarl- 
sson, a Social Democrat, has 
described them as “rightist 
loonies” ’ 

Foreign Minister Sten Anders- 
son recently called them “Frank- 
enstein's monster”, to which 
Count Waduncister responded: 
“Andersson must have seen bert 
early one morning.” . 

COunt Wacbtmeister, 58, is a 
practical jocker. He once dressed 
as. an air hostess to serve thinks at 
a birthday party aboard an aiitin- 
er. 

Karisson, 46, founded his own 
record company and epitomises 
‘the 1 self-made millionaire. For 
.years be has stirred controversy 
with bis provocative views aired 
on television chat shows. 

. Sweden's hidebound political 
scene has had no place for popul- 


ists until now. 

The Social Democrats have 
been in power for more than half 
a century, usually with the sup- 
port of the small Communist Par- 
ty. The Conservative Moderate 
Party, the Liberal Party and the 
-Agrarian Centre Party have pro- 
vided the apportion. 

But a dramatic drop in opinion 
poll support for the Social Demo- 
crats — down t» about 30 per 
cent from 43 per cent at the 1988 
elections — and a surge to some 
10 per cent for the Christian 
Democrats are seen as signs that 
voters are tired of the old order. 
Count Wacbtmeister sees his 
early success partly as a protest 
against a doll and out-of-touch 
political establishment which 
“debates marginal policy differ- 
ences in a language nobody 
understands." 

Political scientists also dte dis- 
enchantment with Sweden's 
cradle-to-grave welfare state and 
some of the highest taxation 
levels in the world. 

“It's a vote against bureaucracy 
and for individual freedom.” said 
Count Wacbtmeister . who thinks 
the popular uprising against 
Communism in Eastern Europe 
inspired Swedes to support his 
low-key revolt. 

The central Stockholm office 
which doubles as headquarters 
for the New Democracy Party 
and Count Wachtmeister’s com- 
pany group, the empire AB, re- 
flects die eccentric style of the 
count — a tall, slim, balding man 
who likes very loud ties. 

Count Wachtmeister, a former 
director in the blue-chip Electro- 
lux household appliance group 
and author of two critical books 
on Swedish politics, talks plainly 
on complex issues: 

“It wouldn’t be a massacre of- 
the people's welfare, only of the 
bureaucrats,” he said of the par- 
ty's proposal to cut taxes to 46 per 
cent of the gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) from the current 56 
per cent over a six-year period. 

“Traffic wardens do nothing 
but harass people. Let's bring 
back the old-fashioned neigh- 
bourhood cop and let him enforce 
parking laws when absolutely 
necessary. As a bonus ordinary 
people could walk the streets 
safely again,” Count Wachtmeis- 
ter said. 


A tide of change on the Nile? 


On the eve of his visit to London. July 23 Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak talked to Godfrey Hodgson from the Indepen- 
dent. 


SOVIET 

UNION 


Only three of the 33 stations on 
Cairo's new Metro are named 
after modern Egyptians. There is 
Nasser station, called after Gum- 
al Abdul Nasser, who carried out 
the revolution that brought Egypt 
to independence and tried to put 
his country at the head of Arab 
nationalism. There is Sadat sta- 
tion, commemorating Anwar 
Sadat, the son of peasants who 
made peace with Israel and re- 
built Egypt's links with the West, 
and who was assassinated by Isla- 
mic extremists. And there is 
Mubarak, honouring Hosni 
Mubarak, former member of 
Nasser's Free Officers Move- 
ment, who today comes to Lon- 
don as the Queen’s guest and John 
Major’s visitor. 

Yet after 10 years of his pres- 
idency. Mr. Mubarak’s face is not 
as ubiquitous as those of his 
predecessors, whose features, 
vastly magnified, stared from ev- 
ery public building and street 
corner. Like Frangois Mitterrand 
Mr. Mubarak is carrying out a 
massive public works program- 
me. But it does not celebrate a 
cult uf personality, tike Saddam 
Hussein's megalomaniac monu- 
ments in Baghdad. It marks the 
revival of confidence in a country 
which, in spite of severe econo- 
mic difficulties and long experi- 
ence of a corrupt and incompetent 
bureaucracy, is beginning to be- 
lieve that the future for ordinary 
Egyptians will be more tolerable 
tnan the past. 

President Mubarak’s boldest 
decision so far was to cast Egypt’s 
weight without equivocation on 
the side of George Bush's grand 
coalition against Iraq. The cost 
was not negligible. Egypt sent 
38.000 servicemen to the Gulf 
and Egyptian officials calculate 
that the total financial cost of the 
war. including lost exports and 
lost remittances from Egyptians 
who fled from Iraq and Kuwait, is 
about $20bn (£12m). 

Asked to draw up a balance 
sheet of the war. President 
Mubarak almost shrugged off the 
financial cost. "Wc are very good 
friends of the Saudis and the 
Kuwaitis," he said. “During the 
war. we didn’t ask them for finan- 
cial help, but — frankly speaking 
— they helped us. and whenever 
.we need more we will ask them." 

I pressed him about the present 


situation. After ail. I said, almost 
a year has gone by since the 
invasion of Kuwait and Saddam is 
still in power. How does Presi- 
dent Mubarak now reflect on the 
whole episode? Had it been whol- 
ly a disaster? 

No. he replied. “It has been a 
very good lesson, and a hard and 
tough lesson, to those who break 
the rule of law and order, to those 
who come to a point of over- 
confidence so that they occupy 
the land of their neighbours. 

“1 am sorry for all the events of 
the aggression, but it didn't come 
to my mind at any time, even for 
a fraction of a second, that Sad- 
dam would occupy Kuwait." This 
personal bcrrayal is still deeply 
resented. The main issue when he 
met President Saddam in May 
199D. President Mubarak said 
scornfully, was the security of the 
Arab World “and in two months’ 
time he was raking over Kuwaiti I 
was given a definite word by- 
Saddam personally that he was 
not going to do anything. On this 
logic, any big country would 
occupy its neighbours." 

He did not elaborate, but when 
he spoke of his strong feelings 
against taking over your neigh- 
bour's land, he may not have 
been thinking only of Iraq. He 
feds strongly that Israel, too. 
must understand that the Palesti- 
nians “will never give up their 
land." The Israelis, on the other 
hand, he is quite dear, ought to 
give up theirs, or rather the land 
on which they have built settle- 
ments in the West Bank. Ga 2 a 
and the Golan heights. He is 
convinced that it would be in 
their interest in the long run. 

“The Israeli people in an 
atmosphere of peace." he said 
earnestly, “will be in a far better 
condition in relation to the Arabs 
that in the present position of 
violence and the threat of war." 

He was disappointed, needless 
to say, by the first Israeli re- 
sponse to the Egyptian and Saudi 
proposal that the settlements 
should be traded off against the 
Arab boycott. “Saying no gave 
me a very bad impression." he 
said. "Continuing building settle- 
ments will never lead to peace. 

“Look,” he countered, when I 
reminded him of the suspicions 
that the Israelis harbour of Arab 


duplicity and traps, “whenever 
the peace process starts, any 
suspicions will be on the table. 
Nobody will hide anything, and if 
they did it would be uncovered 
immediately. So let us go through 
the negotiations. This is the best 
guarantee for the security of the 
region." 

Whatever the financial cost, 
the political balance sheet of the 
Gulf Crisis for Egypt has turned 
out — as President Mubarak him- 
self put it — very much on the 
credit side. 

The position of Egypt has been 
strengthened internationally. In 
fact, though Mr. Mubarak did nor 
use that phrase. Egypt is now in 
the process of recovering some of 
the status as a regional superpow- 
er that it lost as a result of 
Answar Sadat's decision to break 
ranks with the rest of the Arab 
World and seek peace between 
Egypt and Israel at Camp David. 

Egypt, one of President 
Mubarak's advisers put it to me. 
has reinforced its Arab role by 
restoring its position as a key- 
country in the Middle East and in 
helping to solve the regional cri- 
sis. 

There have been ancillary 
advantages. The Egyptian milit- 
ary, roughly handled by Israel in 
J967 and 1973. have regained 
confidence and prestige. Egypt’s 
support of the UN during the 
ensis, Egyptian officials point 
out. will make it easier to use 
international force to deal with 
aggression, rather than leaving 
the weaker states in the region to 
fend for themselves. 

That is all somewhat beside the 
main point however. The nub of 
the marter is that Mr. Mubarak, 
like Mr. Sadat but unlike Mr. 
Nasser, has decided to throw in 
his lot not with the radical Arab 
nations, or with the angry young 
men in the Arab street, but with 
the West, He is now a fierce 
opponent both of Islamic fun- 
damentalism and of the shrill. 
anti-Western Arab nationalism of 
the Nasser era. 

He is determined not to allow 
militant fundamentalism, of the 
kind that is on the march in the 
Sudan and in the Meghreb. to 
invade Egypt, though he points 
out wryly that rhe Middle East is 
not the only area of the world to 
be afflicted by fundamentalism of 
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one kind or another. 

Most important of ail. he is 
convinced that Egypt's own social 
and economic problems can be 
cured only with the help and 
sympathy, not to mention the 
investment, the trade and the 
tourism, of the West. In the first 
place, chat means the U.S. But an 
important pan of the point of 
President Mubarak's visit to Lon- 
don is that he means to forge the 
temporary alliance against Sad- 
dam Hussein into a new. more 
trusting and more co-operative 
relationship with the other mem- 
bers of the coalition. 

Perhaps the most surprising 
consequence of the Gulf crisis, 
for Egypt at least, is that such a 
strategy is now far more realistic 
than it seemed a year ago. When 
Mr. Sadat broke with the Arab 
World and recognised Israel, it 
was a quixotic and dangerous 
gesture. For Mr. Mubarak, the 
calculation of advantage is less 
agonising, the danger demonstr- 
ably les*. 

He pointed out that for Mr. 
Sadat os well as himself, peace 
between Egypt and Israel was 
always only the first phase of the 
process that would be needed to 
bring peace to the Middle East as 
u whole. He sees the Gulf war as 
his opportunity to pick up his 
predecessor's initiative and move 
forward. 
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Hosni Mubarak: Palestinians win never give up their land 


Training Opportunities In The USA 

For 

Business, Manufacturing, Service Personnel 

And Others In 
Private Sector Enterprises 

The Ministry of Planning in cooperation with the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID), invites women and men who are 
Jordanian citizens competent in written and spoken English to apply for 
short term training that will be useful to private sector businesses. 

Training in practical business skills will be provided for up to 6 months at 
training institutes, universities and businesses in such fields as market- 
ing. management, banking, accounting, computers, production 
methods, quality control, and more. As an example of the kind of training 
that is available is the Small Business Management Programme offered 
by the International Institute for Development at the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's Graduate School. The programme was developed for 
individuals working -in private enterprises and includes courses in 
business planning and management, accounting and information 
systems, entrepreneurship training and productivity. 

Applicants or their employers must contribute to the cost of the training. 

USAID training specialists will work with employers and participants to 
identify the most useful training opportunity within the United States for 
the individual and the business, and will make all arrangements. 

Applicants and employers interested in this opportunity should write in 
English to: 

The Ministry of Planning 
Training Section 
P.O. Box 555 
Amman, Jordan 


USAID, Training Office 
P.O.Box 354 
Amman, Jordan 



PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
' THE RELIABLE 

PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
: CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
- AND ■ RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAMA* A SONS 

6CM676 604696 ^ 
Yy X. p.o.aox 7806 yfr 

TAW AMMAN > 


Tte first & best 
C hi n e s e R estaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Mai Amman, near 
>!. ANiyyah Girts School 

MmnyfimBiMa 


Qpen daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

' 7:00 - Midnight 

ToL $38988 _ 



f 4 R«ttt & Sale 

* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 

call ■ 

Abdoon Real 


reL 810805, 810609, 
__Fax: 810520. 




Jg exclusive gift shop^\ 

/ Italian shoes, V 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 

/ CHEhPST \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 -Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

v 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Services 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

sixm 30 % terysr 

• From ssfarys- 
aiat 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


RENT 

Saadi Real Estate 

00A0Q 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SO HA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 



Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

Open A two- II JO dufr] 

Tate Mwm y Iv wHaNa 

Wadi Saqra Rood 
near Fntadetptya Hote t / 

[TeL 661822 . Amman] / £>, 

tocc listed /gy 
l Ahtotfs Lcved wl 


AustraIia 

Insurance Services 


A Umq-je Australian Expwience II 
. _in Jordan. IH 


All TypesOf Insurance: 

• MOTOR •MEDICAL 

•HOUSEHOLD *CARG0 
•FIRE •TRAVEL COUPON 

•PERSONAL ACCIDENT •ENGMERH6 

Jabal Amman = First Circle 
Tel: 610948 Fax:612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUSTI JO. 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
.P.O.Box 926487 Amman 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every i 
room-.! 


DAlfOTEL 

<fc2«Hll= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAR0TL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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J STEAK HOUSE Y 
j The best steak in town.? 
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HA va 5E8VKES 
OFFICE 

Daily tours arranged on request to 
the following places: 

PETRA, JERASH 
DEAD SEA 

For further Information 
please call us: 
614272 
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Mansell takes pole in Germany 





HOCKENHEIM, Germany (R) 
— Briton Niget Mansell stayed on 
course for a Formula One bat- 
trick Saturday by taking pole 
position for Sunday’s German 
Grand Prix. 

' Mansell, driving a Williams, 
blocked a best time of one minute 
and 37.087 seconds in a tense 
final qualifying session to claim 
tbs prime grid position for the 
'45-lap race on the dangerous 
high-speed Hockenheimring. 

- ' Mansell finished two-tenths of 
a second clear of Brazilian world 
champion Ayrton Senna who im- 
proved his time by a second from 
Friday's opening session in his 
McLaren. 

Austrian Gerhard Berger was 
third-fastest in the second 
McLaren and will share the 
second row of the grid for the 
race with Mansell's Williams 
team-mate Riccardo Patrese. 

1 All four drivers from the two 
leading teams were separated by 
only four-tenths of a second. 

• The pole is the 19th of Man- 
Sell’s career, but the 37-year-old 
Englishman was angry afterwards 
because on his second flying lap, 
when he thought he would im- 
prove his time even more, he was 
badly baulked by Frenchman 
Erik Comas at the third chicane. 

. After confronting him in the 
Ligier Pits, Mansell said Comas, 


who had been taken to hospital in 
Mannheim after crashing heavily 
during the morning free session, 
bad held him np deliberately. 

“It is a great shame. This is one 
ciruit where you do not do that 
sort of thing,” be said. 

Mansell waved his fist at the 
young Frenchman as he passed 
him after the chicane and later 
said be would “have leapt out of 
the car and said ‘hello’" if he 
could have done. 

Mansell’s average speed was 
252.219 kph. 

The incident involving Mansell 
and Comas continued to re- 
verberate after the session as 
Comas claimed that Mansell had 
blocked him on a fast lap Friday. 

Sarcastically, the Frenchman 
said: “I am sorry I was driving on 
the same track as Mr. Mansell. I 
was trying to qualify for the race 
and he was on pole position." 

Mansell said Comas was on his 
si owing-down lap and had blis- 
tered tyres, but Comas said be 
was able to get more speed from 
his tyres on his second lap. 

“I was concentrating on my 
lap. That is why I did not look in 
my mirrors. I saw the blue flags, 
but what could I do?” 

Mansell said: “We are averag- 
ing 160 mph not out there and for 
anyone not to look in their mir- 
rors on this circuit is very danger- 


ous. 

Remarkably, since he had 
spent several hours in the middle 
af the day in the Mannheim 
clinic. Comas managed to im- 
prove his opening qualifying time 
and squeeze into the race by 
taking the 26th and final place on 
the grid. 

Ferrari teammates Alain Prost 
and Jean Alesi are ride by side on 
the third row. 

Prost said Friday he was pre- 
pared to quit the Ferrari Formula 
One racing team before the end 
of his contract. 

The French driver, under in- 
creasing press criticism in Italy 
this year, was speaking to Italian 
reporters during practice at the 
German Grand Prix. 

“If the press doesn’t like it ... 
even if I have a contract for 1992, 
I can say today ... if someone on 
the team wants to hire another 
driver next year. Senna or some- 
one else, I will vacate my place," 
he said. 

“Without a doubt I will do my 
job this year, 100 per cent, to win 
this championship. It is still possi- 
ble even if it is very hard.” 

Prost is fourth in the World 
Drivers’ Championship standings 
with 21 points from eight races — 
a distant 30 behind the leader, 
Ayrton Senna of Brazil. 

In a television interview Thurs- 



Nigd Mansell 


day, an embittered Prost was 
highly critical of the Italian sports 
press, using a crude four-letter 
word to describe its professional 
quality. 

Italian sports reporters deman- 
ded an apology. Ferrari President 
Piero Fusaro said he bad repri- 
manded prost over his choice of 
words but said the driver had the 
full confidence of the Ferrari 
team. 

“Prost is with us for 1992 and 
he will be with us for 1992," 
Fusaro said. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Marseille buys two young players 


Egypt reaches African cup finals 


MARSEILLE, France (R) — Argentine midfielder Leonardo 
Rodriguez and Yugoslav striker Alen Boksic have agreed to 
join French champions Marseille but will not play for them 
until next season, sources close to the club said Saturday. 
Rodriguez, from Argentine side San Lorenzo, will probably 
be lent to a French dub this season while Boksic, who plays 
for Hadjuk Split, will stay in Yugoslavia, the sources said. 
Rodriguez was the revelation of the Argentine team which 
won the South Amerian Soccer Championship last weekend. 
Sources dose to San Lorenzo said he had been transferred for 
around S1.33 million. No figures were available for the Boksic 
.move. “I'm trying to buy young players, who, in a few years, 
mil cost four or five times more than what I got them for," 
said Marseille chief Bernard Tape in an interview with local 
newspaper Le Provencal. Tapie said he declined a Liverpool 
offer to sell England's striker John Barnes for 50 million 
francs (about $8.6 million) because the player was too 
expensive. 


S. African enters volleyball federation 


CAIRO (AP) — The African Volleyball Federation 
announced Saturday it has granted membership to a new 
South African group despite a boycott of the white-ruled state 
. by the Organisation of African Unity. The move means that 
-Sputh African volleyball players or offidals will partidpate at 
least as observers in next September's all-Africa games in 
. Cairo and other Egyptian dties.--Chairman'Nasef Selim of tire 
African Volleyball Federation, just returned from South 
Africa, said his organisation accepted the application of the 
South African Federation for Volleyball because "there is no 
apartheid in... volleyball in South Africa." 


U.S. Open prize money to total $7.25 m 


CAIRO ($) — Egypt drew 2-2 with Tunisia in an African 
Nations Cup Group 20 soccer qualifier to reach next year’s 
finals in Senegal- Egypt, needing just a draw to secure a place 
in the finals, attacked from the start but lacked finishing 
sharpness and encountered rugged opposition from the 
Tunisians. Defender Ismail Yousef scored with a header in 
the 45th minute to break the deadlock and give Egypt the 
lead. Tunisia counter-attacked in the second half and their 
efforts paid off when star striker Mohammad Al Mahjoubi 
equalised seven minutes after the interval. Mahjoubi added a 
second nine minutes later, taking advantage of a defence gap. 
Some 90,000 fans, waving Egyptian flags and shouting in 
support of the home side, helped Egypt reverse the tide and 
midfielder Magdi Abdul Ghani equalised in the 70th minute. 
Egypt and Tunisia bad tour points each from three previous 
matches in Group 2 but Egypt had a superior goal difference. 

Lewis targets long jump world record 

SESTRIERE, Italy (R) — Olympic champion Carl Lewis said 
he would try to break fellow American Bob Beamon's 
22-year-old long jump world record next week. If be succeeds, 
it exmld be the American's swansong in the event. Lewis said 
in New York last weekend he would no longer compete in the 
long jump if be broke the record in the high-altitude Italian 
resort of Sestriere next Wednesday. Injury prevented Lewis, 
unbeaten in the event for 10 years, from trying in Sestriere last 
year to beat Beamon's record of 8.90 metres set at altitude In 
the 1968 Mexico City Olympics^ A spokesman for the 
organisers said Friday Lewis's Santa Monica Club team mate 
Leroy Burrell aimed to improve on the 100 metres world 
record of 9.90 seconds he set last month. Both he and Lewis 
arrived in Sestriere Thursday. 

Novacek, Gustafsson advance 


NEW YORK (R) — The total prize money for this year's 
U.S. Open Tennis Tournament will be $7,250,000, a record 
for the event, organisers have said. Hie prize money, which 
again will be split equally between the men’s and women’s 
competitions, exceeds $7 million for the first time. Last year's 
total was $6,349,250, the organisers said. Singles winners in 
the tournament, which runs from Aug. 26 through Sept. 8, 
will earn $400,000 each and winning doubles teams will split 
$164,500 


HILVERSUM, Netherlands (AP) — Second-seeded Karel 
Novacek of Czechoslovakia beat Argentine Franco Davin 7-6 
(7‘3), 2-6, 6-2 Friday to advance to the semifinals of the 
$250,000 Dutch Open. Fourth-seeded Magnus Gustafsson lost 
a first set tie-breaker, but rallied to beat Switzerland’s Marc 
Rosset 6-7 (3-7), 6-2, 6-4. Novacek will play Gustafsson, 
whom he beat in the final of the German Open in Hamburg in 
May. Dutchman Mark Koevermans, who upset No. 1-seed 
Sergi Bruguera of Spain Wednesday, will face Spaniard Jordi 
Arrese in the other semifinal. 
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WE SHOULD PUT LIPSTICK ON, AND 
LEAVE NICE RED K155 PRINTS AT 
THE BOTTOM OF THE LETTER... 




Andy Capp 


I DON^ KNOW 
HOW YOU CAN 
UE THERE -UP’ 
TO THE EYES IN 
TROUBLE AND 
NO MONEY. 

TO GET US 
OUTOF IT-t. 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



Generous adds King 
George to derby triumphs 


ASCOT, England (R) — Odds- 
on favourite Generous romped to 
a record seven lengths victory in 
the King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth Diamond Stakes Satur- 
day. 

The victory completed a marvel- 
lous treble for Generous, winner 
of the Irish Derby and the En- 
glish Derby this season. 

Outsider hailsham made the 
early running but Generous, rid- 
den by Alan Munro, was always 
in contention. 

Lester Piggott, bidding for an 
eighth win in the race, took up 
die running on Saddlers' Hall 
entering the straight but Munro 
eaaly covered the move. 

Munro asked Generous to step 
up the pace approaching the two 
furlong pole and the colt quickly 
put five lengths between himself 
and the chasing pack. 

Sang! am ore, last year’s French 
Derby winner was second, a 
length ahead of third placed Rock 


Hopper. 

Trainer Paul Cole was delight- 
ed with Generous. 

"Generous has proved he’s a 
true champion. I’m only a novice 
at these big races, it's nice to have 
a horse that people can hang their 
hat on like desert orchid,” Cole 
said. 

Generous is now being quoted 
as evens favourite for his next 
race, the Prix De L’Arc De 
Triompbe-at Longchamp in Octo- 
ber. 

“He’ll be turned out to grass 
for the next month, then TO get him 
ready for the Arc. He won’t have 
a prep race, there’s nothing suit- 
able,” Cole said. 

With Cole not keen on Gener- 
ous travelling to the U.S. for die 
Breeders’ Cup, the Arc could be 
his last race. 

"I would love to have him back 
in training next year, but it is 
looking increasingly likely hell 
be off to stud," Cole said. 


Indurain stresses supremacy 
in Tour de France time trial 


MACON. France (R) — Miguel 
Indurain underlined his suprema- 
cy on the eve of his expected 
Tour de France victory with a 
pulsating stage win in the final 
time trial Saturday. 

The Spaniard powered relen- 
tlessly along the 57-kilometre 
race against the dock from Lug- 
ny to Macon to beat closest rival 
Gianni Bugno by 27 seconds, 
stretching his overall lead over 
the Italian to three minutes 36 
seconds before Sunday's final 
stage. 

Outgoing champion Greg 
Letnond of the United States 
finished third in the 21st stage, 48 
seconds behind Indurain. 

Scores of Spanish supporters 


gathered at die finish , waving 
banners and chanting "Indurain, 
Indurain" to encourage their 
hero. 

But be needed little help by 
then, his perfect style propelling 
him to all the best intermediate 
times from the 36-kilometre 
point onwards. 

It meant disappointment for 
Bugno who had been seeking a 
stage win. "I was hoping to gain 
some time on him but he was too 
good. There was nothing I could 
do,” he said. 

It was the 27-year-old Indu- 
rain 's second stage win of the 
tour, both earned in individual 
time trials. He won the eighth 
stage over 73 kilometres in Alen- 
con exactly two weeks earlier. 


U.S. and Spain lead in 
Federation Cup semis 


NOTTINGHAM, England (AP) 
— Jennifer Capriati slammed pas- 
sing shots down both lines to 
defeat Radka Zrubakova 6-3, 6-1 
and give the United States a 1-0 
lead over Czechoslovakia in their 
best-of-3 semifinal Saturday in 
the Federation Cup. 

Mary Joe Fernandez was to 
face Czechoslovakia's Jana 
Novotna in the second singles 
match, with the doubles sche- 
duled to follow. 

Capriati needed just 48 mi- 
nutes to defeat Zrubakova. who 
lost her serve twice in each set 


and was unable to break Capriati. 

The Czechoslovak tried to take 
advantage of Capriati’s lack of 
speed by repeatedly hitting drop 
shots. The strategy worked at 
first, but the American adjusted 
in the second set. anticipating the 
drop shots and returning them for 
winners. 


Conchita martinez gave top 
seed Spain a 1-0 lead over Ger- 
many in the other semifinal by 
defeating Barbara Rittner 6-4, 
6-1. Martinez won 10 of the last 
11 games in the match. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


0 


HARRIS 



“He’s always leaving me for another 
woman — Sara Lee, Betty Crocker, 
Mrs. Butterworth..." 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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AVOID THE PROBLEM 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ 7 4 
?KQ 

K J 8 4 2 

* Q J 7 3 


return cleared the suit. 

It wbb only after cashing the 
queen of diamonds brought a chib 


EAST 
* K 8 6 
7 9 6 8 4 
v A 10 9 3 
*92 


WEST 

* J 9 6 3 2 
r 8 7 2 
0 8 

♦ A 10 8 4 

SOUTH 

* A Q 10 
? A J 10 3 
vQ76 

* E 6 6 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
1 NT Paw 3 NT 


Opening lead: Three of * 

Be wary of hands that look too 
easy to be true. Frequently that’s 
what they are. 

The auction was straightforward 
enough. South had a perfect one no 
trump opening bid and North was 
just a couple of paints short of prob- 
ing for slam. Certainly, game on the 
combined holding didn't seem to be 
in any jeopardy. 

West led a low spade, and declarer 
captured East’s king with the ace. 
With hardly giving the play a 
thought. South continued with a di- 
amond to the jack and ace. Back 
came a spade. Declarer finessed the 
ten, losing to the jack, and a spade 


discard from West that declarer be- 
gan to realize the predicament. 
There were only eight fast tricks, 
and the ninth had to come from 
duba. South tried to sneak a trick by 
leading a low club. Unfortunately. 
West was one of those defenders 
who could count to five. He (lew up 
with the ace of dubs and rattled off 
two more spade tricks for down one. 

A bit more care would have land- 
ed the contract. South can afford to 
lose a trick to West, since that de- 
fender cannot continue the spade 
attack profitably. Also, declarer was 
correct in going after diamonds 
first — he simply started the suit 
from the wrong hand! 

At trick two declarer should cross 
to the queen of hearts and lead a low 
diamond toward the queen. If West 
haa the ace. no return damages de- 
clarer. who has time to set up dub 
tricks if the diamonds don't break. 
Aa the cards lay. East can’t Dy up 
with the ace of diamonds without 
giving South four tricks in the suit. 
When the queen of diamonds wins, 
declarer needs only two more tricks 
to fulfill the contract. It's time for 
declarer to abandon diamonds in fa- 
vor of dubs, where two tricks con be 
guaranteed simply by driving out 
the ace. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JULY 28 , 1991 . 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll FOghtar .Fot^Ejation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: You able careful effort on your paii is 


have in your consciousness a desire 
to really produce results of a very 
positive order so get oat early and 
but into effect that plan that you 
have been considering without me 
consent of associates. 


very good for you now so k^ep 
plugging away. . 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is the tune to open conversa- 
tions with those in official or an 
executive position to find out just 
what they will do to aid your 
career. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have so many new ideas you 
hardly know which to start on fust 
but actuall y you do not know 
eoough about any of them so study 
all the facets. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Your desire now is certainly to get 
rid of obligations and be sure you 
do not overpay or underpay which 
is quite possible unless you use - 
care. 

moon CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You find that whatever 
buisness allies you can contact will 
help you somewhat to make up 
your minrf but the final decision is 
yours. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have much work to do and if you 
work alone steadily and keep your 
mind focused upon the jobs to be 
done you can get through the day 
without any mishap. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You now find that most every- 
one you see wants you to have a 
good time and so do you but keep 
your purse zipped or you greatly 
lessen your well -earned security. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever you have to do that - 
is basic and that requires consider- 


SCORFKh (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) If you avoid nuking than 
sarcastic comment , that comes so 
quickly to your lips now you win a 
battle and save some. yitaL usual 

companions goodwill. ■/. ' 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Make a-pofot now 
to keep your attention riveted 
upon finances and poaeasfons and. 
you can save yourself a bad mis- 
take through thoughtlessness. ' 

CAPRICORN: (December '22 fo 
January 20) There are some ques- 
tionable activities you arc being 
tempted -to engage in but if. yon 
keep yourself above reproach you 
will make big headway.!* . 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
ary 19) Yon have many befirodthe. 
scenes and intimate tilings to "do 
and these are your .best outlets 
today and tonight so steer dear of 
the limelight. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your usual friends arc very- - 
preoccupied with their own anx- 
ieties and are oof-apt to give' you as 
much attention as you wish so 
accept it in an understanding man 1 "• 
ner. - - ■ . 

Today's chid: If your chid, was 
bom today she or be is endowed 
with for more vitality than the 
average child and it WO] be neces- 
sary that from earliest . possible 
days you see. that this energy is 
channeled in constructive three-' 
irons. Exercise, such' as controlled 
sports may be a part of this! prog- 
ramme. ■ . 

“The stars impel,' they do not 
compel. ” What you make of your 
life is largely op to you. 


I live In a beautiful new 
world since I started 
wearing my birth 
stone. 


j&Bg World Resourses- Dajani 8TCo. Inc. 
w Jewelers- Gems 


Amman- Rio De Janeiro 
Amman- Amra Hotel- 6th. circle. 



I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAUZE 
>• by Hand Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to aacti square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


□ 

ITOLC i 


\ 

rm 


n 


4r*cwieteiMi.« 



ILDOY 



^ A / 



r-u. 


YAWALY 


c 





GYRIN 

T 

1 

□ 


TAKE A NUMBER 
IN OKPEK TO 
KEEPTHiS, 


Now orange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sup- 
Oested by the above cartoon. 


^TTiry^HYTTTTn 

rr» /Ti i A N- JA 

(Answers tomorrow) 


THE Daily Crossword „ 


ACROSS 
1 Carpenter at 
work 

6 Beginning with 
10 Gr. cheese 
Plato shopped 
here 
’ 15 Jot 
IS And other s: 
abbr. 

17 Thiel 
IS Ms Lane 

19 Take charge 

20 Sargent's forte 

21 Side ash 
24 Lubricated 

26 Vex 

27 Kind of bike 
29 Calmed 

34 Church parts 

35 Playground 
staple 

36 Copy 

37 Burma neighbor 

38 Goatees grow 
here 

39 Hook's sidekick 

40 Old Fr. com 

41 SBIy soid 

42 Courage 

43 Lizard and croc 

45 Read 

46 Actor Holbrook 

47 Tough question 

48 Fountain treat 
S3 Opening 

56 Ancient land 

57 Legal bargain 

58 Ryan or Papas 

60 "Eternal City" 

61 Agra garb 

82 Father of sci-fi 

63 Lambs' parents 

64 Knotted 

65 A Ford 



« 

n 

so 


M 




80 




83 







•&:- 


A. 


' V ' 1 ' »*xaa E 
« RUT* Hatamd 


10 Rabbft hunter 
11 . Needle case 

12 Bedtime piece 

13 Pub or bens 

22 Sleep-study 
abbr.... 

23 Ornamental . 
fastener 

25 Nones follower 

27 OM Ger. com 

28 Swiftly 

29 Kind of cheese 

30 Prospector's 


Yesterday's 


DOWN 

f Epic account 

2 Culture medium 

3 Oriental order 

4 Previous to 

5 Fictional 

gentleman Thor 

6 Was m pain 

7 Shortly 

8 Of the ear 

9 Stupes 


31 Diner order 

32 Buttoned blades 

33 Inventor of farm 
" machines 

35 Clodhopper 

38 Breakdown 

39 Regal address 

41 — Carlo . 

Mqneta 

42 Gala. • • 
44Rtvertoitie 

North Sea 

43 Maul meal ■" 



47 Clear 
4* Unclothed.! - 
49. Lined up 
SOSpectty -. • 

51 Czech or Pole 


52" — Godot"-. 
■54 Wife Crf+lenry 

■ vnr 

SSR&re Cv'’ r 
50 — berringr^ - 
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Financial 

Markets 


EC predicts higher unemployment Kuwait loads first Crude 

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — nations was less than 70 per cent appear favourable, but it is un- . « a a 9 

The European Community (EC) of (he average elsewhere — the likely IO , be u yron S one," the /v« I IfAK rT lit AA IHITO C1AY1 

commission predicted in a report same discrepancy as in 1970. report said. “Unemployment has kjillVv y J.M 


- V ihi^^tes 

- fa cxi uf kl— wttih - 
Cairo Amman Bank 


ILS. OaUar in kmmatlMri 1Uifc«u 


Currency 

tew Yotk 

wr 

tecywfc 

StertwR Pwtqd^ 

I.S 535 

}.«?£> 

Deutsche Mart 

I . 7555 

i. 7 *» 



European Correa* .Ijnh 



Deutsche Marie 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Ven 


turopeu Currcnri t>'nit 


1 MTU 

3 MTUS 

6 MTHS 

E.S7 

6. CO 

6. IS 

11. It 

IC.93 

’ 10. si 

' &.&1 

S .93 j 

9.1& 

H229HBEE9HKBH 

*.se 1 

i 

9.53 1 

mm 

'KEHBQSnEdl 

i 

| 10.00 

! io.ic 

! 



hid rmtr" Fur , 


nnrd«« l.V lubn I cquIUlCfM. 


i srvoz j 


jiyr.m 

3*6.00 | 

7.00 

Siher 

■SHI 

.095 


Central Bank of Jtordm (SxcJmga San IoBkIr 

Data: 


Curraicy 


L\S. DoU.tr 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


■»? l i 



Swiss Franc 




.3535 

Swedish Krona 

.WsS 
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.0521 

.0531 

Belgian Franc 

.01906 
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Other Cnwe nt te 
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.Saudi Rival 


Kuwaiti Dinar 
Qatari Riyat 
Egyptian Pound 
Oman i Riyal 
CAE Dirham 
Greek Drachma 
Cypriot Pound 
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Japan lends Romania $100m 

BUCHAREST (R) — Japan is to grant Romania a S100 million loan 
to help the country implement a market economy following the 
overthrow of dictator Nicolae Ceaosescu. Economy and Finance 
Minister Eugen Dijmarescu has said._ 

“Japan decided to grant Romania a $100 million loan as a 
contribution to the financial package offered to this country by the 
G*24, to support our reforms.” Mr. Dijmarescu told the state news 

The loan is part of a $ I billion package pledged by the Group of 
industrialised countries earlier this year. 

The European Community, which belongs to the G-24, authorised 
a first payment this month to Romania of $130 million. 

Western financial assistance to Romania has lagged behind that 
given to some other ex-communist East European states. 
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CONCORD 


LAMBADA 
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To Be Opened Soon 
NabilMashini 
Theatre 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
The European Community (EC) 
commission predicted in a report 
that unemployment in the 12- 
nation EC will dimb through the 
end of 1992. 

in its annual review of EC 
employment trends, the commis- 
sion also said (he EC faces a 
shortage of skilled labour and 
noted wide gaps persist between 
the EC's richest and poorest 
areas. 

“We are getting into a period 
which is not as favourable as the 
last few years,” EC Soda! Affairs 
Commissioner Vasso Papandreou 
said in introducing the report. 

The report predicted unem- 
ployment would average 9.2 per 
cent next year, up from an ex- 
pected 8.7 per cent average this 
year. 

Unemployment has risen 
Steadily since mid-1990 amid a 
broad economic downturn fuelled 
in pan by the Gulf crisis. May's 
8.7 per cent rate was the highest 
in two years. 

Mrs. Papandreou said Britain 
would see a notably dramatic rise 
from 8.4 per cent unemployment 
in May to IQ. 8 per cent next year. 

An economic upturn expected 
to take hold in the second half of 
1991 should lead to lower jobless 
rates by 1993, the report noted. 

Reviewing recent trends, Mrs. 
Papandreou told reporters the 
poorest EC nations — Portugal. 
Ireland, Greece and Spain — 
have made little progress in brin- 
ing their economies up to the 
standards of their richer neigh- 
bours. 

Between 1985 and 1989, she 
said, the jobless rate rose by 0.5 
per cent in the four countries 
while it fell by one per cent 
elsewhere \n ihe EC. 

Mrs. Papandreou added 1990 
per capita income in the four 


nations was less than 70 per cent 
of (he average elsewhere — the 
same discrepancy as in 1970. 

“The problem remains very 
serious." Mrs. Papandreou said. 

EC officials worry that persis- 
tent gaps between richer and 
poorer slates will foil plans to set 
up an economic and monetary 
union of the 12 nations in the 
mid-1990s. 

The report warned that EC 
competitiveness is threatened by 
an endemic shortage of skilled 
workers and called for tougher 
education standards. 

In the EC, Ireland had the 
highest jobless rate (17.1 per 
cent), followed by Spain (15. 5), 
Italy (9.8). France (9.4 per cent). 
Belgium (8.5). Britain (8.4). De- 
nmark (S.4). Germany Por- 
tugal (4.5) and Luxembourg 
(1.9). Figures were unavailable 
for Greece and the Netherlands. 

According to another major 
report, the unemployment rate 
for the industrialised democracies 
will rise sharply this year, and 
economic prospects for eastern 
Europe arc worse. 

The Organisation of Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), in its annual report* on 
global labour trends, said the 
average unemployment rate for 
its 24 members would rise from 
6.2 to 7.1 per cent this year, 
boosting the number of unem- 
ployed to about 28 million. 

The largest increases were 
forecast for Britain (5.5 to 9.6 per 
cent), Australia (6.9 to 9.9). Fin- 
land (3.4 to 5.9), Greece (7.7 to 
9.0). Canada (8.1 to 10.1). New 
Zealand (7.8 to 9.3). Sweden (1.5 
to 2.8). and the United States 
(5.5 to b.7). 

The higher jobless rates were 
forecast to last at least through 
1992. 

"The prospects for a recovery 


Iran cancels egg, 
chicken rationing 


NICOSIA (R) — The Iranian 
government has abolished ration- 
ing for eggs and chickens and 
offered to exchange the ration 
coupons for cash at banks. 

Tehran radio said the aim was 
to eliminate a cumbersome 
rationing system set up during the 
1980-88 war with Iraq. 

A similar measure ended petrol 
rationing in February but in that 
case cash subsidies- are paid only 
to taxi drivers. 

Some government officials 
have advocated cash subsidies as 


a prelude to a selective subsidy 
system which would benefit only 
wage and salary earners and 
other vulnerable groups. 

The government is committed 
to keep paying billions of dollars 
each year to subsidise basic goods 
under a five-year plan which ends 
in March 1994. 

Under rite rationing system, 
small quantities of eggs and 
chicken were available at subsi- 
dised prices. Consume' had to 
buy extra supplies at much higher 
black market prices. 


Nepal pledges budget 
will pipe foreign 
aid to rural poor 


KATHMANDU (R) — Nepal's first 
freely-elected government in 
three decades has announced a 
budget which it pledged would 
chamtel foreign aid to the Hima- 
layan kingdom's rural poor. 

Some $277 million of the $624 
million budget will come (torn 
foreign aid and Finance Minister 
Mahesh Acharya said nearly $400 
million was allocated for develop- 
ment. 

“The government's policy will 
be to give priority to education, 
health, drinking water, rural 
transport, preservation of the 
ecology and schemes that help 
production in agriculture and cot- 
tage industries and at the same 
time increase the income of the 
rural population,” he told parlia- 
ment. 

More than 90 per cent of Nepa- 
iis eke a living from subsistence 
fanning, odd jobs and making 
goods by hand. 

Foreign donors estimate the 
average Nepali earns $170 a year, 
putting the country among the 
world's five poorest. 

Mr. Acharya said that the 


poorest 42 per cent of Nepal is 
earned an annual average of just 
$77. 

Mr. Acharya, 37, was appointed 
only few weeks ago. Before his 
appointment. Prime Minister 
Girija Prasad Koirala, whose 
liberal Nepali Congress Party 
won an election in May despite a 
strong communist challenge, 
looked after finance. 

Nepal’s financial year started 
July 17. 

Mr. Acharya pledged to tight- 
en administrative spending, de- 
spite big wage claims by civil 
servants in communist-led trade 
unions. 

He also announced a goal of 
eradicating illiteracy, now 65 per 
cent among Nepal’s 19 million 
people, within 10 years. 

He pledged new efforts to con- 
trol population growth, running 
at 2.7 per cent a year. 

Mr. Acharya promised to allow 
private investment in banking 
and other sectors now controlled 
by the state and said he would 
raise visa foes for tourists but 
gave no details. 
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appear favourable, but it is un- 
likely to be a strong one,” the 
report said. “Unemployment has 
risen significantly in many coun- 
tries and will probably continue 
to increase well into the begin- 
ning of the economic upturn.” 

Of the 28 million unemployed. 
8.4 million would be in the Un- 
ited States, more than triple the 
next-highest figure of 2.7 million 
in Italy, the report said. 

The report said the labour mar- 
ket in central and eastern Europe 
was under “great strain” as the 
former socialist countries aban- 
doned policies which virtually 
guaranteed jobs to everyone in 
the work force. 

In Poland, the number of reg- 
istered unemployed jumped from 
568,2000 in June 1990 to 
1,322,100 in March, the report 
said. Poland's jobless rate 
climbed from 3.1 to 7.1 per cent 
during that period, while Bulgar- 
ia's soared from 0.5 to 3.0. the 
OECD said. 

"Over the longer term, the 
pressure of migration from cen- 
tral and eastern European coun- 
tries in transition is tikey to be- 
come stronger.” the report said. 
"There is no sign that the sharp 
declines in economic activity in 
these countries will come to an 
early end ... many firms are 
making heavy losses and major 
plant closures are to be ex- 
pected.” 

The OECD countries would 
receive new flows of migrants 
from developing countries, as 
well as from eastern Europe, the 
report said. 

To cope with unemployment, 
the OECD recommended prog- 
rammes aimed at making all 
workers as competitive as possi- 
ble, with counselling and training 
to maximise their readiness to 
work. 

It said any job creation 
schemes “should be framed to 
avoid creating dead-end. low- 
productivity jobs or subsidising 
jobs that would have been cre- 
ated anyway.” 



Atef Sedki 

Egypt delays 
appointing 
public sector 
minister for 
18 months 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt has post- 
poned appointing a minister to 
overhaul its large public sector 
for 18 months. Prime Minister 
Atef Sedlti said in remarks pub- 
lished Friday. 

The postponement reflected a 
gradual approach to public sector 
reform, part of a package agreed 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) in May, Mr. Sedki 
told reporters. 

His remarks were published in 
all Cairo newspapers. 

Mr. Sedki was originally ex- 
pected to appoint the minister 
soon after parliament passed a 
public sector law in May. 

The idea is to streamline the 
process of setting up holding 
companies with wide powers to 
restructure public companies, 
either by privatising them or 
making them more efficient. 

Several ministers will oversee 
the process for the moment but 
there will be one minister within 
18 months. Mr. Sedki said. 

Western economists in Cairo 
say personnel will be key to 
Egypt’s reform programme. If 
those in charge are not commit- 
ted to the reforms, or if no 
unified structure emerges, painful 
but necessary austerity measures 
may be diluted. 

Mr. Sedki said state firms 
would eventually be able to hire 
and fire, choose their own sup- 
pliers and market their products 
like any private company. 

State company managers might 
stay on after restructuring, pro- 
vided they were competent, and 
state companies short of cash 
would be able to sell shares on 
the stock market, he added. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait loaded 
two million barrels of oil for 
export Saturday, its first ship- 
ment since Iraq invaded the emi- 
rate almost a year ago. 

"We are shipping about 
264,000 tonnes which is equiva- 
lent to about two million barrels 
... I am very happy to see this 
day," jubilant Oil Minister 
Harnond Abdulla A1 Raqba told 
a news conference. 

“Our Kuwaiti people and their 
friends did a tremendous job to 
achieve this in such a very short 
time," he said aboard the tanker 
Thomess at the Mina Al Ahmadi 
terminal, sealed off by Iraqi 
mines during the Guif war. 

Nearly half of the 600 fires set 
by Iraqi troops in Kuwaiti oil 
wells have been doused since the 
war ended in February. 

The Thomess’s captain said his 
ship would leave port Sunday. 
Earlier reports had said the Thor- 
ness would depart Saturday. 

A second tanker would leave 
with its cargo of crude within the 


next 10 days. Sheikh Raqba said. 

Sheikh Raqba said the invasion 
had caused up to $75 billion 
worth of damage to Kuwait’s oil 
industry, including lost produc- 
tion. Before the war. Kuwait 
produced two million barrels per 
day (b/d). 

An average of six to seven 
million barrels a day has been 
going up in smoke since the war 
ended. 

Sheikh Raqba said that by Fri- 
day 249 wells had been put out 
and Kuwait’s output had reached 
115,000 barrels a day. This ex- 
cluded a daily production of ab- 
out 200,000 barrels from the 
Neutral Zone which Kuwait 
shares with Saudi Arabia. TTie 
emirate’s share is one third of the 
total output. 

Kuwait's production had been 
previously estimated at 140,000 
b/d. 

Sheikh Raqba said the cost of 
putting out all the well fires could 
reach $1 billion. 

Five U.S. and two Canadian 
firms have been tackling the fires 


since March and up to 16 fire- 
fighting teams will be in Kuwait 
by next month. 

“We will celebrate the control 
of the whole Maqwa and Ai 
Ahmadi fields by next month," 
said Sheikh Raqba, adding that 
he hoped Kuwait would be able 
to meet its own needs for refined 
products by September. 

The emirate, whose oil exports 
were its maj )r foreign currency 
earner, is seeking billions of dol- 
lars in foreign borrowing to com- 
pensate for the lost oil income 
and to finance post-war recon- 
struction. 

Kuwait's main deep water ex- 
port terminal of Sea Island is still 
out of action because of war 
damage. 

Mine clearing' operations by 
Western navies in the Gulf have 
made navigation to Kuwait safer.- 
Western navies operating more 
than 30 vessels clearing Iraqi 
mines in the Gulf said this month 
all shipping routes would be dear 
of mines by the end of July. 


U.S. reports weak 0.4 per cent 
GNP increase in second quarter 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. economy started growing 
again in the spring, the govern- 
ment reported Friday, but the 
barely perceptible 0.4 per cent 
annual increase raised new con- 
cerns over whether the recession 
is really over. 

The Commerce Department 
said that the gross national pro- 
duct (GNP), 1 the country's total 
production of goods and services, 
expanded in the April-June quar- 
ter following two consecutive 
quarterly declines. 

GNP fell by 1.6 per cent in the 
October-December period and 
an even sharper 2.8 per cent in 
the January-March period, meet- 
ing the classic definition of a 
recession as at least two consecu- 
tive declines in GNP. 

While the Bush administration 
believes that a return to growth is 
a valid signal that the recession is 
indeed over, private economists 
are warning of the possibility of a 
“double-dip” recession in which 
GNP grows for a quarter or two 
only to slip back into the negative 
range as the recovery falters and 
the recession returns with full 
force. 

Even if that scenario does not 
develop, analysts believe that a 
variety of problems facing the 
United States, from strains on the 
banking system to an overload of 
consumer debt, will make this 
expansion the weakest in U.S. 
history. 

Michael Evans, head of a 
Washington forecasting firm, said 
that he was looking for the GNP 
to climb at a modest annual rate 
of around two per cent in the 
second half of the year, similar to 
the lackluster growth in the 
period before President Saddam 
Hussein’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait toppled the country into a 
recession. 

"The economy was just inching 
along before the war and that is 
exactly what we have returned' 
to,” Mr. Evans said. “We have 
removed the problems associated 
with the war but nothing else has 
changed.” 

Mr. Evans, however, said he 
was not in the camp that was 
fearful that the second, quarter 
GNP increase would be followed 
by further declines. 

“Despite today's weak GNP 
number, the recession is over,” 
Mr. Evans said. “We will get 
better growth in the third quar- 
ter." 

The administration, facing a 
presidential election next year, 
has kept up pressure on the 
Federal Reserve (Fed) to boost 
economic demand by lowering 
interest rates. 

However, the Fed has resisted 
recent pleas out of concern that 
inflation could get out of hand 
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once the recovery begins. Last 
week. Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan told Congress 
that he believed the possibility of 
a double-dip recession was low. 

The 0.4 per cent GNP growth 
rate in the second quarter was 
significantly lower than expected 
by analysts, many of whom were 
looking for the GNP to expand at 
an annual rate of one per cent or 
better. 

Given the small GNP increase,- 
which could be revised away 
altogether in upcoming reports, 
and a string of other weak indica- 
tors recently, analysts said the 
possibility of a double-dip reces- 
sion cannot be ruled out. 

Analysts note that in five of the 
last eight recessions, including 
the last downturn in 1981-82, 
there was one positive GNP quar- 
ter followed by further declines 
before the recession was finally 
over. 

The administration contends 
that the positive GNP figure in 
the second quarter will mark the 
actual end of the recession. In a 
forecast released last- week, the 
administration predicted that 
GNP growth will strengthen for 
the rest of the year and by 1992 


the economy will be growing 
again at a healthy annua) rate of 
3.2 per cent. By contrast, the 
administration predicted GNP 
growth for this year will post a 0.2 
per cent decline. 

Friday’s GNP report showed 
that inflation, as measured by an 
index tied to the GNP, showed 
improvement in the second quar- 
ter, rising at an annual rate of just 
three per cent, following a jump 
of 5.2 per cent in the fust three 
months. 

The GNP report showed the 
economy grew at a rate of S4.3 
billion in the second quarter after 
declining at a rate of $29.3 biUkm 
in the first and $16.6 trillion in the 
fourth quarter. 

The small gain reflected large 
cross currents in the economy. 
Consumer spending, which had 
fallen for two consecutive quar- 
ters, shot up at a rate of $23.5 
billion in the second quarter. But 
offsetting this strength was a huge 
jump in the nation's trade deficit, 
which subtracted $25.7 billion 
from the economy in the second 
quarter as a small gain in exports 
was swamped by a huge jump in 
imports. Half of the import gain 
reflected rising oil imports. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Audi 100 CD, 1986 model-white, 89,000 KM. A/C, 
stereo, central lock. Embassy's car, .regularly main- 
tained and in excellent condition. 

Duty unpaid. Best offer. 

Pis call 637153/4, 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 


HOUSE FOR RENT 

A semi-villa, ground floor, in the best location at 
Abdoun district overlooking the main street (Alexan- 
dria St.) behind Abdoun gas station. 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large salons, 
spacious sitting room, a large kitchen, spacious 
verandas and large terraces with telephone, garage 
and garden. 

Please call tel: 819181 
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FOR RENT 

Furnished flat, ground floor consisting of two bedrooms, salon, 
sitting room, dining room, two bathrooms, telephone, central 
heating and garden. 

Located Jabal Amman between 4th and 5th Circles 
Call telephone 655394-672590 



JOBM PBOSFHATE MINES CO., LTD. 

Invitation to Tender 
N012F/91 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender No,12F/91 
for the supply of 1,000,000 (one million) PCS of 
ordinary aluminium detonator, and 30,000 PCS, of 
fuse ignitors. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC offices 
in Amman supply department until, 2:00 p.m. local 
time Thursday 22.8.1991. 

Application for documents should be accompanied 
by a nonrefundable, fee of J.D. (45) for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submission of tender is 12:00 
■ hours local time Wednesday 28th, August 1991. 

Waoef Azar 
Managing Director 
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Some 


Slovenes 


nostalgic 

about 


Yugoslavia 


more. 


‘The Slovenian economy is not 
cheap enough or good enough to 
sell outside Yugoslavia,*' com- 
plained Tomaz Grjovec, a ling- 
uist. 

To be sure, the rest of Yugosla- 
via would suffer heavily from 
Slovenia's secession. Slovenia 
accounts for nearly 30 per cent of 
Yugoslav exports. The republic's 
gross national product per capita 
of $6,000 is double the federal 


average. 

But economic dependence is a 
two-edged sword. Slovenia. - 
which has Yugoslavia’s most de- 
veloped manufacturing sector, 
traded 32 per cent of its manufac- 
tures last year to the fellow re- 
publics. 

Slovenia is thus vulnerable to 


economic pressure as it tries to 
reach agreement with federal au- 
thorities on its share of Yugoslav 
debts and assets. 

The federal government and 
the largest republic, Serbia, are 
unlikely to give formal blessing to 
Slovenia's departure without 
some kind of payment from the 
northern republic. 

Although the Ljubljana gov- 
ernment maintains it has paid 
more into the common Yugoslav 
pot than it owes, some see prob- 
lems ahead if the republic refuses 
to buy its way out. 

Former Vice Premier Joze 
Mencinger. who resigned in May 
partly because he thought Slove- 
nian independence was being 
pushed too quickly, warned of a 
possible federally ordered trade 
boycott. 

**We will have no market in the 
East and we are not (yet) com- 
petitive in the West,” Mr. Men- 
cinger said in an interview. He 
added that a 30-per cent wage cut 
would have to be ordered in such 
a case to make Slovene goods 
more competitive on Western 
markets. 

Boycott or no, Slovenia is 
bound to lose some markets in 
Yugoslavia as part of the price of 
independence. 

Among Slovene companies un- 
likely to survive are Adria Air- 
ways, which largely depended on 
carrying Yugoslav migrant work- 
ers to and from West Europe and 
the Kompas Travel Agency, 
which dealt mostly in package 
deals to other pans of Yugosla- 
via. Mr. Mencinger said. 

Such developments are bound 
to hurt ongoing attempts to retool 
the economy along capitalist lines 
by stripping it of the last vestiges 
of Communist mismanagement. 

4 Mr. Mencinger said he expected 
living standards to continue fall- 
ing at least until mid- 1992. Un- 
employment, at 5.7 per cent last 
year, will likely reach S per cent 
by next year, he added. 

The 50-year-old economist also 
expressed some concern about 
money supply. Slovenia 
continues to use’ the Yugoslav 
dinar is currency, and dinar 
availability is tightening because 
of a decision by the Yugoslav 
Central Bank to freeze supply to 
the independence-minded repub- 
lic. 

Such economic problems have 
many Slovenes worried. 

Mr. Grjovec said he and colleagues 
have been told to brace for a 
wage cut next ng>nth. Pest exter- 
minator Matjaz Shed. 30, said 
his company might also reduce 
salaries. 


24 die in Yugoslav ethnic war 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia 
(Agencies) — Slovenian police 
prepared Saturday to take control 
of the breakaway republic’s inter- 
national borders, while the feder- 
al presidency said troops would 
remain deployed in Croatia to 
curb ethnic violence there. 


Slovenia's police are to take 
full control of the republic’s bor- 
ders with Austria, Italy and Hun- 
gary beginning Saturday 
Slovenia's Interior Minis try 
announced. 


LJUBLJANA. Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Most Slovenes now believe 
that the rest of Yugoslavia won't 
use force to keep them in the 
federation. With time and nego- 
tiation, an independent Slovenia 
could be a reality. 

But as the prospect of real 
independence approaches, many 
Slovenes are thinking hard about 
what that independence could 
cost. 

The federal government in Bel- 
grade has given no guarantee that 
it will let the Alpine republic 
become an independent state, 
and complex economic disputes 
still have to be thrashed out. 

Yet the federal government has 
offered to withdraw its troops 
from Slovenia by the end of 
October. On Friday it allowed 
Slovenia's airspace to reopen. 
With the decrease in tension* 
thoughts are turning rapidly to 
what independence might really 
be like — and some Slovenes are 
worried. 

Slovenia has been part of 
Yugoslavia for 70 years. Slovenes 
stood tall within the federation, 
envied by those in other republics 
as Yugoslavia's most modern and 
prosperous citizens. 

Now, they face life on their 
own in a tough world economy. 

*‘I think that we should cele- 
brate only when we are sure 
everything is OK," commented, 
student Olga Vukovic. “And 
even then, it will feel strange not* 
being part of Yugoslavia any- 


Yugoslavia News Agency. Tan- 
jug. said Saturday that ethnic 
violence between Croatian secur- 
ity forces and armed ethnic Serbs 
who oppose Croatian independ- 
ence left 24 dead Friday. 

A statement released by 
Yugoslavia’s eight-man presiden- 
cy on Friday warned that the 
situation in Croatia “threatens to 
escalate into an all-out war." It 
said a truce is a “precondition for 
finding a political solution to the 
crisis.” 


Slovenia and Croatia declared 
independence on June 25, and 
dozens of combatants were killed 
in Slovenia when federal army 
troops waged sporadic battles for 
weeks with Slovene fighters. 

The army has agreed to with- 
draw from Slovenia, federal 
generals decided Wednesday that 
Slovene recruits and officers 
could leave army ranks by Aug. 


In Slovenia, a ceasefire has 
held for more than three weeks. 
Federal authorities Friday per- 
mitted commercial flights over 
Slovenia for the first time in a 
month. Austria said it would 
make direct loans to Slovenian 
companies, the Austria Press 
Agency said. 


But violence has escalated in 
Croatia, where more than 100 
deaths have been reported since 
fighting erupted there. 

The casualties Friday included 
Egon Scotland, a photographer 
for the German-based Sueddeuts- 
che Zeitung newspaper, whose 
car was attacked by ethnic Serb 
gunmen. 


The eight-man collective feder- 
al presidency, which formally 
commands the federal army, said 


it would order the army to return 
to the barracks in Croatia only 
after the demobilisation of ail 
militia groups. 

The presidency also said 
Croatia’s security forces should 
not be sent to ethnic Serb areas. 

That decision was opposed by 
Stipe Mesic, Croatia's member in 
the presidency and its current' 
chairman, the statement said. 
The presidency's demand for a 
ceasefire was adopted unani- 
mously. 

Croatia accuses the Serb-led 
army of siding with ethnic Serbs, 
whose demands to secede from 
Croatia are opposed by Croatia’s 
President Franjo Tudjman and 
other Croat leaders. The Serbian- 
inhabited area comprises about a 
fourth of the republic's territory. 

Army official say the troops are 
needed to stop a bloodbath be- 
tween the two rival ethnic groups. 

Radisa Gacic, the federal 
health and social welfare minis- 
ter, released figures from the Red 
Cross saying more than 44,000 
people have fled their homes in 
Croatia to escape the violence. 

Croatian Radio reported heavy 


fighting near Glina, 50 kilometres 
south of the republic's capital 
Zagreb, and said five Croatian 
policemen had been killed. It was 
not clear if they were Included in 
Tanjug's death toll. 

Croatian defence forces also 
fought a three-hour battle with 
the federal army on the May 25 
Bridge between Croatia and the 
Republic of Serbia, but no deaths 
were reported. The army is trying 
to keep the peace in Croatian 
troublespots. 

About 70 people have been 
killed in the last week. The new 
fighting erupted despite a call for 
a ceasefire by the collective state 
presidency on Friday, increasing 
fears that Yugoslavia's worst 
ethnic violence since World War 
n was beyond control. 

Amid fears that violence could 
spill over the borders, Yugoslav 
Prime Minister Ante Markovic 
met prime ministers and foreign 
ministers from Italy, Austria, 
Hungary. Czechoslovakia and 
Poland in the Adriatic resort of 
Dubrovnik. 

“I do think a compromise will 
be found.” said Italian Foreign 
Minister Gianni de Michelis. 


Floods kill 16 in Manila, central Luzon 


MANILA (AP) — Floods 
brought by monsoon rains have 
killed at least 16 people in Manila 
and in central Luzon and forced 
the evacuation of about 20.000 
people, officials said Saturday. 

Two people have been killed in 
President Corazon Aquino's 
hometown of Concepcion m Tar- 
lac province since Monday, when 
monsoon rains unleashed tonnes 
i of mud, volcanic ash and other 
debris from the slope of Mount 
Pinatubo, which has been erupt- 
ing since June 9. 


Maj. Nicolas Ababon, spokes- 
man of the regional Disaster 
Coordinating Council, said more 
than 17,000 people from the re- 
gion fled to shelters in Concepcion 
and the nearby town 6f Mexico. 


The Philippine Red Cross said 
the latest figures brought to more 
than 300,000 the number of peo- 
ple in evacuation centre in the 
area since Mount Pinatubo began 
erupting on June 9. 


The rains also flooded many 
areas of Manila, stranding people 


during the evening rush hour and 
forcing at least 3,800 to flee their 
homes. 

Lourdes Masing, spokes- 
woman of the Red Cross, said six 
people died of electrocution in 
separate incidents in Quezon Ci- 
ty's Tatalon district. 

A Yemeni student, identified 
as Abdul Rahman Omer, 23, died 
Friday when he was accidentally 
electrocuted while switching on 
the fuse box in his boarding house 
in Manila’s Sampaloc district, 
police said. 


China cracks down on 
Mongolian dissidents 


PEKING (R) — China has laun- 
ched a crackdown on nationalist 
dissidents in Inner Mongolia, 
arresting two leaders and purring 
26 under arrest, the human rights 
organisation Asia Watch has said. 

The New York-based organisa- 
tion released what it said was a 
copy of an internal Chinese direc- 
tive marked “top secret,” detail- 
ing the crackdown in the northern 
frontier region. 

Asia Watch also issued an 
appeal by a group calling itself* 
the Inner Mongolian League for 
the Defence of Human Rights 
written on May 21, 10 days after 
the crackdown began. 

Two leaders, intellectuals iden- 
tified as Hucbuntegus and Wang 
Manglai, were arrested on May 
15, the appeal said. Police placed 
26 members under house arrest. 

“Mongolians hope that their 
plight will cause concern on the 
part of the international com- 
munity," the appeal said. 

‘Under the present circumst- 
ances, any voice of concern and 
any form of practical assistance 
from the democratic countries 
and the various human rights 
organisations will inspire and en- 
courage the poeple here," it said. 

Asia Watch issued a statement 
calling for the immediate release 
of those in detention and asking 
Peking to allow similar Chinese 
human rights organisations to 
function openly. 

China's Communist leaders are 
concerned its Mongolian minority 
has been influenced by the demo- 
cracy movement just across the 
bonier in the independent Re- 
public of Mongolia that resulted 


in free elections there last year, 
diplomats said. 

Inner Mongolia is a vast region 
twice the size of France. Its three 
million ethnic Mongolians, many 
scratching out a difficult existence 
on the fringes of the Gobi Desen, 
are far outnumbered by 17 mil 
lion ethnic Han Chinese, many of 
whom settled there after the 1949 
revolution. 

Meanwhile an official Austra- 
lian delegation has painted a 
gloomy picture of China's human 
rights situation, saying it foresaw 
few changes and did not expect 
the release of political prisoners 

“I don’t think anybody should 
expea dramatic changes in China 
in human rights.” delegation 
leader Senator Chris Sen. 
Schacht said in an interview Fri- 
day with Australian reporters in 
Shanghai. 

A transcript of the interview 
was made available by the Au- 
stralian embassy Saturday. 

“As much as I would like to see 
all the political prisoners re- 
leased. I don't think that is going 
to happen automatically," he 
said. - 

The group, which included 
speakers of Chinese and Tibetan, 
had no access to political prison- 
ers and visits to prisons were 
perfunctory. Sen* Schacht said. 

“I think wfe did achieve a major 
aim. which was to engage the 
Chinese in a dialogue — even 
though many of them didn't like 
it — at the official level about 
human rights.” Sen. Schacht said. 

Vice Premier Zhu Rongji in- 
vited the delegation to return to' 
China. 


Castro vows continued 
hardline rule in Cuba 


HAVANA (AP) — President 
Fidel Castro blamed capitalism 
for causing the “tragedy” of 
formerly communist Eastern 
Europe and defiantly pledged 
that his own hardline Communist 
state would not reform despite its 
crumbling economy. 

Much of Mr. Castro’s annual 
Revolution Day speech Friday, 
which lasted almost three hours, 
went to lauding South African 
opposition leader Nelson Mande- 
la, who opened the ceremonies in 
the town of Matanzas, X 10 
kilometres east of here. 

Mr. Castro drew a standing 
ovation when he said the names 
of schools named after Karl Marx 
or Vladamir Lenin would not be 
changed, an indirea allusion to 
changes that have taken place 
since the fall of communism in 
Eastern Europe. 

“In this revolution there will be 
no changes of names or ideas,” 
he said. 

Mr. Mandela praised Cuba as 
one of the few friends his once- 
outlawed African National Con- 
gress (ANC) had, and referred to 
“a vicious, imperialist- 
orchestrated campaign to destroy 
the gains made in Cuba." He said 


oppression remains in South Afri- 
ca despite the official repeal of 
segregation laws. 


“We have reason to believe 
that we have not yet succeeded in 
bringing this home to the govern- 
ment ... and we will not hesitate 
to use power to convince them,” 
he said. 

Cuba and the Soviet Union 
were major financial and moral 
backers of the ANC when it was 
banned by the South African 
government from 1960 to 1990. 
The ANC maintains dose ties 
with the South African Commun- 
ist Party. 

Mr. Mandela criticised U.S. 
President George Bush for not 
taking the ANC's views into 
account before lifting U.S. sanc- 
tions against South Africa. 

“In this context we value the 
friendship of Cuba very very 
much.'* he said. 

Mr. Castro awarded Mr. Man- 
dela. who spent 27 years as a 
political prisoner, the Jose Marti 
Medal, Cuba's highest honour. 

“I do not think 1 deserve it,” 
Mr. Mandela said. “It should go 
to those who already have won 
the freedom .of their people.” 


Sri Lankan 
rebels 
continue 
attack on 
army camp 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil rebels 
pounded an army camp in Sri 
Lanka’s north with mortar fire for 
a second night and held at bay a 
relief column battling to reach the 
besieged garrison, a military 
spokesman said Saturday. 

“The camp was attacked again 
with mortars and small arms." 
the spokesman said. 

“There were no casualties 
among the soldiers and the attack 
was repulsed,’' he said. 

For the past few days the Li- 
beration Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) rebels have focused their 
attacks on a relief column of 
2,000 troops frying to reach the 
800 men trapped at Elephant 
Pass. 

Colombo newspapers said 
additional troops had been sent 
to join the reinforcements. Milit- 
ary sources refused to comment. 

The independent Island news- 
paper quoted army Commander 
Hamilton Wanasinghe as saying 
troops were building up their 
reserves for the “final push" to 
the Elephant Pass camp. 

The reinforcements were slow 
to advance because of heavy re- 
bel resistance and mined roads, 
he said. 

More than 930 rebels and 125 
soldiers have been killed since 
July 10 when Tigers attacked the 
strategic camp on a stretch of 
land linking rebel-held Jaffna 
peninsula with the rest of the 
island. 

Seven soldiers clearing a road 
in eastern Batticaloa district, 
where Tamil Tigers are also fight- 
ing their separatist campaign,! 
were killed by a landmine Satur- 
day, military sources said. 


3 killed in 
[ German 
rail accident 


MAGDEBURG, Germany (AP) 
— A crowded passenger train and 
a freight train hauling tanks of 
gasoline collided head-on Satur- 
day in a thunderous explosion, 
killing three people and injuring 
at least 21, police said. 

Firefighters squirted foam on 
the towering blazes that raged for 
nearly 12 hours after the crash at 
1:03 a.m. (23:03 GMT) in the city 
of Oebisfelde, on the former east- 
west German border. 

The eastbound freight train 
drove through a stop signal at a. 
switching yard before it collided 
with the westbound passenger 
train, according to police in Mag- 
deburg and a spokesman with the 
Reichsbahn. the national train 
company. 

It remained unclear whether 
the engineer of the freight train 
disregarded the signal or was 
waved through. 

Police in eastern Germany’s 
Saxony-Anhalt state said three 
were confirmed dead and 21 were 
injured. 

The three confirmed dead were 
two engineers in the passenger 
train and the engineer in the 
freight train, police said. None of 
the passengers were killed, they- 
said. 

The Reichsbahn reported 35 
injuries and said that three peo- 
ple, all engineers, were missing. 
Police appeared to have the more 
current information. 

The passenger train booked 
full with 340 people travelling 
from the east German city of 
Dresden to the west German city 
of Cologne. 


Yeltsin asked to suspend 
ban on Communist cells 


MOSCOW (R) — The head of 
the Soviet Union's Constitutional 
Review Committee appealed to 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
Saturday to suspend a decree 
barring Communist Party cells 
from workplaces throughout the 
Russian Federation. 

Sergei Alexeyev told a news 
conference his committee had no 
power to enforce a suspension, - 
but he hoped Mr. Yeltsin would 
act on his own to lift the ban until 
the committee could review its 
legality, lire ban is to take effect 
on Aug. 4. 

“We have appealed to the pres- 
ident of the Russian Federation 
with a request to suspend his de- 
cree until the end of our delibera- 
tions,” Mr. Alexeyev said. 

“We hope for his goodwill and 
respect for legality, as well as for 
his understanding of the situa- 
tion." . , 

Mr. Yeltsin, who crushed 
Communist Party candidates on 
June 12 in the first democratic 
election in his republic's history, 
moved last week to gut the par- 
ty’s last stronghold by driving it 
from Russian factories and 
offices. 

The order touched off a fires- 
torm of criticism from Commun- 
ist officials. President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, who also heads the 
party, said it would stoke ten- 
sions. 

He threatened to nullify it with 
a decree of his own, which could 
trigger a new dash between the 
Soviet Union’s two most power- 
ful politicians. 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Gor- 
bachev appeared to have agreed a 
truce, after months of bitter feud- 
ing, with an April accord on a 
new draft union treaty redefining 


relations between the Kremlin 
and the 15 Soviet republics. 

The Communist Party’s con- 
trolling Central Committee de- 
nounced Mr. Yeltsin’s decree and 
appealed to Mr. Gorbachev and 
to Mr. Alexeyev’s committee, 
which is similar to a constitutional 
court, to look into its legality. 

“This illegal act delivers a blow 
to hopes for achievement of civic 
accord and creates unjustified 
political tension in the largest 
union republic," the Central 
Committee said in a statement 
Friday. 

Mr. Alexeyev. who has said be 
favours social Democratic ideas, 
declined to comment on the 
merits of Mr. Yeltsin’s decree, 
but said his committee banned its 
own Communist Party cell 18 
months ago. 

The committee would consider 
only the parts of the decree which 
dealt with general human rights 
and would not give any ruling ou 
whether Mr. Yeltsin had ex- 
ceeded his powers as president of 
the Russian Federation, Mr. 
Alexeyev said. 

.He declined to give any timet- 
able for the committee's ruling 
but said it would also touch on 
similar laws adopted in Moklova 
and in the Baltic republics of 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. 

Political party cells in these 
republics and in Georgia and 
Armenia were banned afteT Com- 
munists standing for election 
were thrashed by nationalist 
opponents. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s decree, which 
sent shockwaves through party 
officialdom, appeared to provide 
Mr. Gorbachev with a welcome 
diversion in his struggle to reform 
file party. 
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Liz Taylor 
to marry again 
— lor last time: 


: J 


NEW YORK (R) — ^gzabetij i 
Taylor will marry a construction ' 
worker 20 years her junior itfbcr 
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Kashmir rebels launch 
big attack on Indian army 


QAZIGUND. India (R) — Re- 
bels in Kashmir have launched 
one of their biggest-ever attacks 
on the Indian army, but witnesses 
said Saturday that they inflicted 
far fewer casualties than they 
claimed. 

The witnesses, none of whom 
wished to be identified, said at 
least 300 members of the fun- 
damentalist Hizb-Ul-Mujahideen 
ambushed an army convoy on 
July 23. One said he saw eight' 
soldiers who might have been 
dead. 

The militants, in a statement 
first issued in neighbouring Pakis- 
tan. said they killed 100 soldiers 
in the ambush about 60 
kilometres from Srinagar, sum- 
mer capital of India's Jammu and 
Kashmir state, its only Muslim- 
majority region. 

They said members of military 
families were among the dead 
and apologised for lulling them, 
saying the attackers did not know 
non-military personnel would be 
travelling in the convoy. 


Casualties on this scale would 
make it by far the most successful 
operation by the militants since 
the anti-Indian revolt erupted in 
January 1990. Police have re- 
ported more than 3.000 deaths in 
the campaign. 

But a Defence Ministry spokes- 
man in New Delhi snorted in 
derision at the idea of 100 dead. 

“Even if one Jawan (soldier) 
dies, you would know about it. 
We don’t allow a Jawan to die 
silently,” he said. 

But the spokesman admitted 
he had no firm information about 
the ambush, near Qazigund on 
the only main road linking Jam- 
mu and Kashmir to the rest of 
India. 


■ Witnesses, who said they 
watched from close by, said be- 
tween 300 and 400 rebels moved 
into ambush positions in trees 
dose to the road, which is flanked 
by rice and vegetable fields. about 
three hours before the convoy 
appeared in mid-afternoon. 


years 

eighth marriage in October-aa# 
this time the violet-eyed mpywi. . 
star, who will be given away^;“^' 
-Michael Jackson, vows 
forever. -Singer Jackson : 

announced Taylor’s ; 

to construction work 
tensky. 39. and said he v^givfr “- 
the bride away at a cenqjgp^'^a 
his palatial Catiforma\ 6stete“ 
“Nevertantf Valley" 00 6^“,. ““, 
Taylor has been marricd^ta W ^4^ 
men induding twke ta 
actor Richard Burton. Fortensky ;* : . . 7.S 
who has been married-ttiTO-'l^ 
fore, met the .two-thne 
winning actress in October 1988^1^ 
when they were both : Tecertfng^X 
treatment at 

nic in California.. The climc ppo*7 s f^; 
vides treatment for drugandj&kp- ““ 
bo! dependency. ^After being '■ j* 
together for fouryeare.Larryandi ‘ 
l finally decided we' wanted to 
spend the rest of our“Hves'* 
together," Taylor said in aiftateL ' 
meat released by her 4p#es&. v .~* 
spokeswoman Chen Sam. ^ - 
good and sweet, and we love eaA-^v • fi * 
other and every day as it cbmesr -'Tj 1 
and want to share our happiness : ““ ; 
with family and friends. J alway$'~ 
said I would get married ^ 

more time and with God’s 
sings, this is it, forever,? ;Ma.. 
Taylor said. .’'vv 


Mitterrand, British 




Queen 'are cousins’ .. . 

LONDON (AP) — Preadent ^S 
Francois Mitterrand of France -it? 
and Britain’s Queen Elizabeth n - “-“ 
are cousins who trace their com- 


mon ancestry to the mother of 
King George I of. England,}-?^ 
Burke's Peerage has said. 


terra nd and the queen are fbuith“./“ 
or fifth cousins,” publishing *• 
director Harold Brooks-Baker 
.said in an interview. U.S. Pre^‘ : “iX 
dent George Bush and former ■ 
President Ronald Reagan are v ^ 
also related to the queen, but Mr. 

Bush is a 13th cousin twice 
moved -and Mr. Reagan 
even more distant cousin, he sat&V- V. 
Mr. Bush is also a very tfis tutsJvZ 
cousin of Mr. Mitterrand, he i 
added. Burke's Peerage reseat; ~;l 
died Mr. Mitterrand's ancestry in 
1981 when he became president, 
as it does all major heads of state, 
Brooks-Baker said. French 
genealogists, including some 
working with Burke’s Peerage, 
have continued the research, he 
added. “We were surprised to 
find this kinship with the queen," 
Brooks-Baker said. 
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U.N. observers arrive in El Salvador 


SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador 
(AP) — More than 100 U.N. 
observers have begun an unpre- 
cedented international mission to 
monitor human rights in El Salva- 
dor even as civil war still rages. 

Approximately 110 civilian, 
military and police observers flew 
into the capital of San Salvador 
Friday and began setting up op- 
erations in a downtown hotel. 

Hundreds of peace activists, 
many carrying signs hailing the 
mission as a “popular triumph,” 
welcomed them. 

The U.S.-backed rightist gov- 
ernment of President Alfredo 
Cristiani and the leftist Farabun- 
do Marti National Liberation 
Front guerrillas during peace 
talks persuaded the United Na- 
tions to send the mission. 


It was the first tangible result of 
15 months of U.N. -mediated 
negotiations aimed at ending 
nearly 12 years of civil war. The 
fighting has claimed an estimated 
75.000 lives, mostly civilians. 


tions would likely bean in the 
fall. 


Although the two sides have 
been unable to reach a ceasefire, 
the United Nations responded to 
the invitation to send monitors, 
partly as a confidence-building 
measure in the peace process. 

The mission of United Nations 
Observers in El Salvador, has 
been assured complete coopera- 
tion by both sides, said its head, 
Pakistani diplomat Iqbal Riza. 

He said the mission will spend 
its first 60 days collecting reports 
of human rights abuses and added 
that investigations into allega- 


Riza said the group would 
establish offices in the provinces 
of San Miguel, Santa Ana, San 
Vicente, Chalatenango and Usu- 
lutan, as well as in the capital. 

Ultra -rightist organisations 
have distributed leaflets threaten- 
ing the observers, accusing the 
observers of meddling in Salva- 
doran affairs. 

Mr. Cristiani has condemned 
the threats and said "no one 
should interpret it as any kind of 
intervention.” He pledged to pro- 
vide whatever security arrange- 
ments the mission might need. 

But Mr. Riza said that “in the 
absence of a ceasefire, there will 
be problems. 


Vietnam assembly seeks to move out of party influence 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam’s parlia- 
ment opened a session Saturday 
to draft far-reaching constitution- 
al amendments giving it greater 
independence from the Commun- 
ist Party and reducing its image as 
a rubber stamp body. 

A parliamentary committee 
drafting the amendments would 
recommend changes to 104 of the 
147 clauses in the current con- 
stitution, passed in 1980. Presi- 
dent Vo Chi Cong told the 496 
National Assembly delegates. 

The new draft would give gov- 
ernment bodies more administra- 
tive powers and make them more 
accountable, he said. He gave no 
details. 

The National Assembly, long 
regarded as a rubber stamp, has - 
accumulated more influence in 
recent years. 

“This constitution lays out a 
more concrete legal framework 
for the rights and responsibilities 
of citizens." .the president told 
the assembly, which meets twice 
a year. 


The assembly would change 
some government titles, renam- 
ing the chairman of the council of 
ministers the prime minister, and 
changing the council of ministers 
to the cabinet. 

The changes were apparently 
part of an effort to escape Social- 
ist dogma, diplomats said. The 
moves could give the parliament ■ 
more independence from the 
Communist Party. 

The amendments would give 
more individual power and 
accountability to the prime minis- 
ter and government officials, 
Tran Xuan Anh. head of the 
Foreign Affairs Department of 
the National Assembly's perma- 
nent office, said Friday. 

Constitutional reforms were re- 
quired to keep pace with wide- 
spread change in Vietnam, in- 
cluding its ambitious shift from a 
centrally planned to a market- 
guided economy. Mr. Cong said. 

“The seventh party congress 
(in June) has received the opinion 


of the people that we should 
amend our constitution, to make 
it suit our new circumstances." 
Mr. Cong said. 

The new constitution would 
make cigar Vietnam was a multi- 
sector economy, where private 
and collectively owned businesses 
as well as state enterprises would 
play an important role, he said. 

The state sector dominated the 
1980 constitution, which did not 
mention other forms of own- 
ership. 

Non-Communist . embassies said 
Hanoi has asked them to provide 
detailed outlines of their systems 
of government, apparently as a 
source of reference for its re- 
forms. 


the world, Vietnam must quickly 
modernise its state structure, he 
said. 

"The socialist system has en- 
tered a deep and global crisis," be 
said. “In some countries. Com- 
munist Parties have lost then- 
right to govern the state and lead 
the society.” 

The party chief, elected at a 
congress last month, warned of the 
threat to Vietnam's Communist 
system from “reactionary 


forces.' 


However, Vietnam was com-* 
mitted to socialism. Communist 
Party General-Secretary Do 
Muoi reminded deputies as he 
Stood in front of a large bust of 
Ho Chi Minh in ihq Ba Dinb ■ 
Hall. 

With socialism in crisis around 


“They have openly set the 
target to wipe out socialism in 
the world before the year 2000. 
The economic embargo and 
efforts to isolate our country have 
not been overcome. The tough 
competition in the world market 
has caused us not insignificant 
damage.” Mr. Do Muoi said. 

The National Assembly, which 
will be in session until Aug. 12, 
will also consider, new laws on 
land use and environmental pro- 
tection. 


Burglar glues victim 
to fridge door 


ROTHERHAM, England <R) — 
A d i sabl e d pensioner was stuck to 
her kitchen fridge with superglue , 
by a raider who broke into her * 
home, British police said. Edna' 
Duke, 71, woke up when the man 
entered the bedroom of her home ; 
in the northern English town of 
Rotherham. He dragged her -to- - 
the kitchen, smeared the instant; 
bonding adhesive on her hand " 
and stuck it to the fridge. He then 
stole about £30 (550). After be_= 
left, the pensioner freed herself 
and raised the alarm. A police 1 
spokesman said: “It was a callous ' 
and mean crime.” 




9-year-old held, 
handcuffed for 
tossing rocks 


THONOTOSASSA, Florida 
JAP) — Police arrested, handcuf- 
fed and hauled off a 9-year-old 
girl for tossing rocks at a play- 
mate, who was injured when he 
swerved his go-cart into a packed 
frndc, authorities said. Tammy 
Toioff, charged with aggravated 
assault, was whisked from, her 
home Tuesday night in the back 
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